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Section One 

 

What is Prophecy? 

 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Speaking forth of God’s word 

 

2. Inspiration 

 

3. The test of a prophet 

 

4. Methods of revelation 

 

5. Different categories of prophecy 

 

6. Why prophecy is so important 
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What is prophecy? 

 

 

Introduction 

 

 
Mankind has always had a fascination with looking into the future. Men and women 

today study horoscopes and pay money for clairvoyants to look into crystal balls or 

read their palms to tell their fortune (or otherwise!) 

 

And yet no one can accurately predict what will happen tomorrow, let alone next year 

or even further into the future. All fortune tellers can really do is make intelligent 

guesses and by reading their clients’ reactions make progressively refined, but still 

speculative, predictions. 

 

If we were to suggest that people could turn to the Bible and read in its pages 

information concerning the past, the present and the future, most would be sceptical 

of our advice, preferring rather to stumble through life, taking their chances and 

trusting in ‘lady luck’. 

 

We submit that the Bible is the only reliable and certain source of information 

about our future. 

 

This series of talks has been designed to shed some light on the prophecies found in 

the Bible and to encourage you to examine the Word of God, and test for yourself 

whether it has proved itself time and again through fulfilled prophecy. 
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“The Law, the Prophets and the Psalms” 

The Jewish Bible (what we would call the Old Testament) is divided into three broad 

groups; the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. An immense amount of Bible text 

(about one third) is clear prophecy but the other major sections, the Law and the 

Psalms, also contain a high level of prophetic content and so it might be argued that 

virtually the whole of the Jewish or Hebrew Bible is of a prophetic character. 

 

The Law (Torah) – first five books – how is this prophecy? 

The book of Genesis contains very many prophetic statements and many of the 

recorded incidents provide prophetic patterns of events that have since taken place 

and some that are still to happen. The same may be said for the remaining four books, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, where there is mostly historic 

narrative. But how could the laws given to the nation to regulate worship and daily 

living be placed in the same category? Even these laws contain prophetic echoes of 

the life of the Lord Jesus and so while not obvious to the casual reader, they become a 

fascinating study for anyone eager to discover the hidden depths of God’s word. 

 

The Psalms and Poetic Books – In the Old Testament the books of Job, Psalms, 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon, which fall under the category of the 

Psalms, relate to both current circumstances (at the time of writing) and also point 

forward with precision to events primarily associated with the mission of Christ. 

Many of these were fulfilled 2000 years ago in Palestine, but some are still 

outstanding. This is especially true of many of the Psalms. 

 

Consequently, although there is in the Old Testament a section specifically referred to 

as ‘The Prophets’, there should be no surprise in finding references in the other Old 

Testament sections to events that took place centuries later. Furthermore, throughout 

the Old Testament we will find an abundance of prophetic texts about events that have 

not yet happened. 

 

 

1.  Speaking forth of God’s Word 

Although the term ‘prophecy’ suggests a prediction of future events, the word itself is 

not necessarily restricted to this meaning alone. Both Hebrew words in the Old 

Testament books and Greek words in the New Testament books translated ‘prophet’ 

or ‘prophecy’ suggest a meaning of ‘speaking forth’ or ‘making known’. 

 

 

THE MEANING OF THE TERM PROPHET 

 

 

OT - Hebrew 

 

Prophet (5030) 

Prophecy (5016) 

 

From the root 

‘naba’ 

 

To speak (or sing) 

 

NT  - Greek 

 

Prophet (4396) 

Prophecy (4394) 

 

‘Profetes’ 

‘Profeteia’ 

 

A foreteller 

To show, make 

known 
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A prophet was therefore “one who made known the mind of God” to the people. So 

often this divine declaration was accompanied by warnings of what the future would 

hold for those who refuse to hear such warnings. 

 

“Sure word of prophecy” 

The Apostle Peter writing in the New Testament (2 Peter 1:19), declares that “we 

have also a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed…in 

your hearts.”(KJV) More sure than what?  He is saying that the prophetic utterances 

from God were more certain even than the reliability of an event that he actually 

witnessed with his own eyes. The prophetic word in Scripture, he says, is like “a light 

that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises” (2 Peter 

1:19). It is light-giving because, without it, men and women would be in darkness 

about the future or knowing the mind of God. Gradually it becomes brighter as more 

and more is revealed and comes to pass, until complete, with the full brilliance of the 

day star. This analogy is in parenthesis between “to heed” and “in your hearts” and 

the message to the reader is to be encouraged by the certainty of its fulfilment. 

 

Declaring the end from the beginning 
God reveals that he has been able to state what the future holds, right from the very 

beginning of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As God alone has been the architect and creator of all things, equally he only can plan 

and predict future events. In fact, he challenges any other source to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this quotation above, God through the prophet Isaiah is issuing a direct challenge to 

the nations to see if any of them would be able to match, even in some small measure, 

that which God himself declares that he can do! Not only is Isaiah underlining God’s 

ability to reveal what was to come, but also his ability to explain why events had 

transpired in the way they did. 

 

   

Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am 

God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from 

ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and 

I will do all My pleasure,'  

 Isaiah 46:9-10

"Present your case," says the LORD. "Bring forth your strong reasons," says 

the King of Jacob. "Let them bring forth and show us what will happen; let 

them show the former things, what they were, that we may consider them, and 

know the latter end of them; or declare to us things to come.  

 

Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that you are 

gods; yes, do good or do evil, that we may be dismayed and see it together. 

Indeed you are nothing, and your work is nothing; he who chooses you is an 

abomination. 

Isaiah 41:21-24
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Can any other god: 

 

• Predict what will happen? 

• Bring calamity to the earth? 

• Explain the past in relation to the present? 

• Produce good? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This time God is specifically referring to his nation, Israel, as living proof that he 

exists. (The staggering testimony of the fortunes of the people of Israel through the 

ages even to our own day will be dealt with in detail in a later section). Also, the 

nations are once again challenged to try to do what God is able to accomplish.  

 

2.  Inspiration 

Peter, in his second epistle, pinpoints the origin of prophecy. Although uttered by 

men, it stemmed from a divine source – God himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps the words ‘of any private interpretation’ above may be better rendered ‘of 

the prophet’s own interpretation’. This emphasises that the prime mover is God and 

not man. In fact the Apostle Paul gives us the unequivocal statement that the entire 

Bible is to be considered as God’s word; words spoken or written by men inspired 

by God and therefore able to be totally trusted and relied on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 

for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they 

were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 2 Peter 1:20-21

 

Bring out the blind people who have eyes, and the deaf who have ears. Let all 

the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled. Who among 

them can declare this, and show us former things? Let them bring out their 

witnesses, that they may be justified; or let them hear and say, "It is truth." 

"You are My witnesses," says the LORD, "And My servant whom I have 

chosen, that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He. 

Before Me there was no God formed, nor shall there be after Me. 

 

I, even I, am the LORD, and besides Me there is no saviour. I have declared 

and saved, I have proclaimed, and there was no foreign god among you; 

therefore you are My witnesses," says the LORD, "that I am God. Indeed 

before the day was, I am He; and there is no one who can deliver out of My 

hand; I work, and who will reverse it?") 

Isaiah 43:8-13

All scripture is given by inspiration of God… 

( or “God-breathed” NIV) 

II Timothy 3:16 
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New Testament Prophets 

Jesus, himself a prophet, declared that after his death, his disciples would be given 

“the Comforter” to “tell you what is yet to come” John 16:13 (New International 

Version). Accordingly, the spirit that moved the Old Testament prophets descended 

on the Apostles and they, too, were given revelations that allowed them glimpses into 

the future. One such New Testament book is full of prophecy revealed as a series of 

symbols. The opening verse of this final book illustrates the way in which it should be 

interpreted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note the term “signified it”, in other words, a revelation using signs and symbols. 

Other examples of prophets in the New Testament can be found in a number of 

places. 

 

Peter  – Acts 3:19-21 

Paul  – Acts 17:29-31 

- II Thessalonians 1:6-10 

 

3.  The test of a prophet 

Validation of the words spoken by one claiming divine authority was necessary as, 

from time to time, false prophets rose up and, deceiving people, led them astray. In 

the Law of Moses, such a situation was provided for; “How shall we know the word 

which the Lord has not spoken?” (Deuteronomy 18:21). In an earlier chapter, the 

people had been given two indicators by which they could test the authenticity of a 

claimed prophetic pronouncement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) was the matter under consideration in harmony with other revealed undisputed 

prophecy?  

and, 

b) was the prediction accurate? 

 

Both tests were necessary to establish beyond doubt the credentials of a prophet. 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him, to show His servants --

things which must shortly take place. And he sent and signified it by his angel 

to His servant John, 

Revelation 1:1

and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let 

us go after other gods'-- which you have not known--' and let us serve them,' 

you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for 

the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul.  

You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His 

commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to 

Him. 

Deuteronomy 13:2-4
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Short-term prophecies were the only means of proving the accuracy of what any 

prophet said. So there are many examples of such in scripture, which may not mean 

much to us now, but in their time were incontrovertible evidence of divine revelation, 

when they actually came to pass. 

 

4.  Methods of Revelation 

On one occasion in the Old Testament, Miriam and Aaron challenged the authority of 

their brother, Moses, to whom God had spoken. God showed his displeasure by 

making Miriam (who must have played the prominent part) white with leprosy. In his 

support for Moses, God declared… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much later, in the prophecy of Hosea, referring to his dealings with the nation of 

Israel, the LORD said 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is possible from these references to discover the medium by which God addressed 

the prophets. Visions and dreams played a major part, being accompanied by precise 

descriptions by the prophet of what he had seen. Many prophecies begin with a 

reference to the medium of revelation. For example, “The vision of Isaiah the son of 

Amos, which he saw…” (Isaiah 1:1) and “And it came to pass…as I was among the 

captives…I saw visions of God.” (Ezekiel 1:1) 

 

To correctly understand and interpret much of Bible prophecy takes effort in 

searching out information provided from within the Word itself. There are, of course, 

very clear and unambiguous prophecies which provide much in the way of evidence 

of God by their very nature. However, by looking more intently into prophetic 

writings there is such a further wealth of spiritual riches to be discovered. Take, for 

example, some words of the prophet Amos. 

 

       And the Psalmist declared: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then He said, "Hear now My words: if there is a prophet among you, I, the 

LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. 

Not so with My servant Moses; he is faithful in all My house. 

I speak with him face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees 

the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My 

servant Moses?" 

Numbers 12:6-8

I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given 

symbols through the witness of the prophets." 

Hosea 12:10

The secret of the LORD is with them 

that fear him; and He will show them 

his covenant. 

Psalms 25:14

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, 

unless He reveals His secret to His 

servants the prophets. 

A lion has roared! Who will not fear? 

The Lord GOD has spoken! Who can 

but prophesy? 

Amos 3:7-8
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5.  Categorisation of Prophecy 

Bible prophecy falls into three main types, although this is really an 

oversimplification. The broad sections are: 

 

� Short-term fulfilment 

 

� Continuous fulfilment 

 

� Latter day or distant fulfilment 

 

Within these main headings prophecy may be further sub-divided, but for the purpose 

of this section and probably most of the talks in this “A Guide to Bible Prophecy” 

series, these three main types will suit our purpose. 

 

 

Short-term Fulfilment 

There are numerous examples of prophecies with a short-term or immediate 

fulfilment. Already referred to under the heading of ‘test of a prophet’ this type of 

prophecy was highly relevant to the circumstances of the day. Sadly, such prophecies 

were usually directed against the people, with the prophet cautioning the nation for 

their departure from God’s way. The powerful underlining message was that God was 

behind the prophet’s words – in fact they were not the prophet’s words, but Gods. 

 

 

Example 1: The Death of Hananiah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And it happened in the same year, at the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah 

king of Judah, in the fourth year and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son 

of Azur the prophet, who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the 

LORD in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, 

 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, "Hear now, 

Hananiah, the LORD has not sent you, but you make this people trust in a lie. 

"Therefore thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I will cast you from the face of the 

earth. This year you shall die, because you have taught rebellion against the 

LORD.'" So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.  

Jeremiah 28:1, 15-17
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Example 2: The Blinding of King Zedekiah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such examples were very persuasive concerning the divine origin of the words to 

those either affected or to those who witnessed the predicted outcome. The two 

remaining prophecy types, however, are probably more interesting to us as evidence 

of the existence of an all-wise, all-powerful and all-seeing Creator and the reliability 

of his Word. 

 

 

Continuous Fulfilment 

Key to placing a prophecy in this category is the long-standing fulfilment. A prophecy 

may be uttered which either had its beginnings near to the time of delivery or a 

significant number of years away, but in both cases there must be indications of all 

fulfilment needing to take place over many years, even many hundreds of years, 

 

Three nations considered later in these notes, Babylon, Egypt and Tyre, provide 

examples of this type of prophecy.  Their Divine origin is proven because this 

fulfilment is not confined to ancient time but, at least in part, continues to the present 

day. Powerful proof of God’s existence can be seen in considering these examples 

because it would not be humanly possible to make such accurate predictions spanning 

centuries. With foreknowledge – knowing the end from the beginning – God is able to 

reveal in his Word that only the Divine mind is able to produce the miracle of 

continuous fulfilment of prophecy. 

 

 

Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes in Riblah; 

the king of Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah. Moreover he put out 

Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with bronze fetters to carry him off to Babylon. 

Jeremiah 39:6-7

 

13 "I will also spread My net over him, and he shall be caught in My snare. 

I will bring him to Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he shall not see it, 

though he shall die there. 

Ezekiel 12:13
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Latter-day or Distant Fulfilment 

Many prophecies falling into this third, broad type, have not yet been fulfilled. But, 

there are plenty of examples in Scripture where prophetic words written or spoken 

many years before the ‘prediction’ came to pass. When these are examined in the light 

of historical evidence and compared to the Bible account, the only natural conclusion 

reached is to attribute these prophecies to a force far beyond the power of human 

beings. 

 

Examples where fulfilment has already taken place  

The decline of the Turkish influence was predicted in the Bible and well documented 

in our history books. The ‘drying up’ of this power is couched in terms which refer to 

the waters of the Euphrates river receding to make way for further developments in 

God’s plan with the earth. (See Revelation 16:12) 

 

 

As previously mentioned, the saga of the Jews and their wanderings throughout the 

world and then back into their land, is prophesied in very great detail in the Bible and 

will be studied later. 

 

Examples still in the future 

There are many exciting prophecies that Bible students have been watching unfold 

over the years, concerning familiar names on our current world map such as Persia 

(Iran), Libya and Russia. Suffice to say here that many details of the power struggles 

of these and other nations, including a yet future invasion of the land of Israel by 

Russia, can be read in such books as Ezekiel (see especially chapters 37-39) and 

Daniel (chapter 11-12).  

 

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be 

prepared.  
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Egypt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Yet, thus says the Lord GOD: "At the end of forty years I will gather the Egyptians 

from the peoples among whom they were scattered. 

"I will bring back the captives of Egypt and cause them to return to the land of 

Pathros, to the land of their origin, and there they shall be a lowly kingdom. 

"It shall be the lowliest of kingdoms; it shall never again exalt itself above the 

nations, for I will diminish them so that they will not rule over the nations anymore. 
 

  Ezekiel 29:13-15

 

Pyramids, temples, tombs, the Sphinx etc all 

testify to the former glory of Egypt. There is no 

doubt that Egypt was a great superpower of the 

ancient world, extending its territory 

southwards along the Nile into present-day 

Sudan, westwards across part of North Africa 

and eastwards into Sinai through to the trade 

routes turning northwards towards the River 

Euphrates. This nation was rich, powerful, 

influential and for many centuries maintained 

superiority over its neighbours and nations 

further afield. It may therefore be surprising to 

discover that prophecy reveals the end of their 

domination and splendour and the introduction 

of a new, but long, chapter in the nation’s 

future. 
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Egypt did indeed became a lowly nation! 

It is true that Egypt now has independent status but it is, nevertheless, a third world 

country. 20
th

/21
st
 century attempts to become influential have failed. President Nasser 

tried to make Egypt dominant amongst the Arabs peoples. He formed the United Arab 

Republic with Syria (1958-1961) in an attempt to unite the Arab world, hoping that 

others would join, with Egypt at the helm. Bible prophecy testified that such action 

was doomed to failure. Nasser died (September 1970) and his plans for Egypt were 

left in ruins. Was the Bible right about the long-term status of Egypt? 

 

 

 

 

 

Conquerors/Rulers of Egypt 

from circa 600 BC 

Babylonians 

Persians 

Greeks 

Romans 

Arabs 

Turks 

British 

 

'Thus says the Lord GOD: "I will also destroy the idols, and cause the images 

to cease from Noph; there shall no longer be princes from the land of Egypt; I 

will put fear in the land of Egypt. 

Ezekiel 30:13
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Some facts about Tyre 

 

• A Phoenician city 

• A Large port – home to the largest fleet of ships in the ancient world 

• Phoenicians were a trading nation and controlled the Mediterranean Sea 

• At about 1000BC the nation/city was an ally of Israel, helping King Solomon 

build a temple in Jerusalem by supplying raw materials, mainly cedar wood 

(cedars of Lebanon – see Lebanese flag!) 

• Isaiah and Ezekiel were two prophets who spoke against this nation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fulfilment 

Stage 1 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came against this nation and destroyed the city, but 

the inhabitants escaped to the island fortress just off the mainland. 

 

Yet Nebuchadnezzar was to receive no reward from their defeat of Tyre as also 

testified by the prophet Ezekiel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And it came to pass in the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of 

the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

"Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army to labor strenuously 

against Tyre; every head was made bald, and every shoulder rubbed raw; yet neither 

he nor his army received wages from Tyre, for the labor which they expended on it. 

 

"Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 'Surely I will give the land of Egypt to 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; he shall take away her wealth, carry off her spoil, 

and remove her pillage; and that will be the wages for his army. 

'I have given him the land of Egypt for his labor, because they worked for Me,' says 

the Lord GOD. 

Ezekiel 29:17-20

 

12 'They will plunder your riches and pillage your merchandise; they will break down 

your walls and destroy your pleasant houses; they will lay your stones, your timber, and 

your soil in the midst of the water. 

13 'I will put an end to the sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps shall be 

heard no more. 

14 'I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets, and 

you shall never be rebuilt, for I the LORD have spoken,' says the Lord GOD. 

(Ezekiel 26:12-14 )
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Stage 2 

The ultimate destruction of the city took place almost 300 years after 

Nebuchadnezzar’s armies had exiled the Tyrians to their offshore home. Alexander 

the Great, who ruled the Empire of the Greeks, reached and destroyed the stronghold 

by building a causeway to the island from the very rubble of the mainland city! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By using the ruins of the mainland city 

to build a causeway to take the island, 

Alexander not only sealed the fate of the 

city but fulfilled prophecy. 

 

“I will make you like the top of a rock; 

you shall be a place for spreading nets” 
 

In the centuries after his defeat of the 

city the barely submerged ruins have 

provided convenient locations for 

fishermen to spread out and repair their 

nets (below). 

The burden of the word of the LORD against the land of Hadrach, and 

Damascus its resting place (For the eyes of men and all the tribes of Israel are 

on the LORD); 

Also against Hamath, which borders on it, and against Tyre and Sidon, though 

they are very wise. 

For Tyre built herself a tower, heaped up silver like the dust, and gold like the 

mire of the streets. 

Behold, the LORD will cast her out; he will destroy her power in the sea, and 

she will be devoured by fire.. 

Zechariah 9:1-4
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Babylon 

In the latter years of the 7
th

 century BC, the power of Assyria, the most dominant 

nation of the day, began to decline. The Babylonians, or Chaldeans, became stronger 

and stronger until they overthrew the might of Assyria. Rapid expansion followed and 

soon the territories of the then known world were all controlled by Nebuchadnezzar, 

the King of the Chaldees. Babylonian influence then extended throughout the world 

and the capital city, Babylon, was graced with temples and palaces of gigantic 

proportions. The city was well fortified, as the Greek historian Herodotus, c 484-424 

BC, records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the wonders of the ancient world was in Babylon, the famous Hanging 

Gardens. These were built to make the monarch’s Persian bride feel more at home, 

with elevated areas being a welcome relief from the monotony of the fertile but flat 

terrain of the flood plain of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. Even before Babylon 

reached any significant standing in world powers, the Hebrew prophets had predicted: 

 

Its rise to glory 

It’s rapid downfall 

It’s long term position 

 

 

RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  

TThhee  IIsshhttaarr  GGaattee,,  BBaabbyylloonn 

The Walls of Babylon: 

•  almost 14 miles (22.5 km) long 

•          333 feet (101.5 m) high 

•          83 feet (25 m) wide  (wide enough to turn a four horse chariot) 
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Isa 44:27 c 760-710 BC 

 

 

 

‘I will dry up your rivers’ 

 

 

Jer 51:36 c 635- 565 BC 

 

 

‘I will dry up her sea, and make her 

springs dry’ 

 

 

 

Herodotus c 484-424 BC 

 

For having diverted the river, by 

means of a canal…he made the 

ancient channel fordable…the 

Persians…entered Babylon by this 

passage 

 
 

The seeming impregnable might of Babylon was finally broken when the city was 

entered by enemy armies (circa BC 538/7) who diverted the river upstream into a 

reservoir and marched in along the dry river bed. This is just as prophesied through 

Isaiah and Jeremiah years earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fall Of Babylon 

  

- the historical and Biblical accounts agree 
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Remember, these words of Babylon’s downfall were uttered between 50 and 200 

years before the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Tyre, all attempts to rebuild Babylon, including recently by Saddam Hussain, 

have failed, ensuring the continued fulfilment of Bible prophecy.

6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction from the 

Almighty. 7 Therefore all hands will be limp, every man's heart will melt, 

 

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, 

to lay the land desolate; and He will destroy its sinners from it. 

 

17 "Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who will not regard silver; 

and as for gold, they will not delight in it. 

 

19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, will 

be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 It will never be inhabited, 

nor will it be settled from generation to generation; nor will the Arabian pitch 

tents there, nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there 

 

22 The hyenas will howl in their citadels, and jackals in their pleasant palaces. 

Her time is near to come, and her days will not be prolonged.".  

 

Isaiah 13:6-7, 9, 17, 19-20, 22

 

8 Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her! Take balm for 

her pain; perhaps she may be healed. 

 

11 Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The LORD has raised up the spirit 

of the kings of the Medes. For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, because it 

is the vengeance of the LORD, the vengeance for His temple. 

 

28 Prepare against her the nations, with the kings of the Medes, its governors and 

all its rulers, all the land of his dominion. 29 And the land will tremble and 

sorrow; for every purpose of the LORD shall be performed against Babylon, to 

make the land of Babylon a desolation without inhabitant. 

 

37 Babylon shall become a heap, a dwelling place for jackals, an astonishment 

and a hissing, without an inhabitant. 

 

58 Thus says the LORD of hosts: "The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly 

broken, and her high gates shall be burned with fire; the people will labor in vain, 

and the nations, because of the fire; and they shall be weary.". 

Jeremiah 51:8, 11, 28-29, 37, 58
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6.  Why is prophecy so important? 

 

1. The past assures the future 

 

It is perfectly reasonable to affirm that if it can be proven that God’s prophets 

spoke years ago about matters which can be seen to have occurred or are 

occurring, then those same prophets can be relied on to predict the future. 

 

2. Used by God to select his servants 

 

God uses prophecy to reveal information to his servants. However, it is not 

possible to know what God has prophesied unless people take the time and effort 

to search out the prophetic writings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People like this will always have a keen interest in prophecy, looking for signs that 

God will finally bring about the completion of his purpose. Great happiness and 

blessings are linked with the prophecies concerning God’s plan with the earth, but 

only for those who look for their fulfilment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Provides encouragement for believers 

 

The structure of the prophetic word appears to be so arranged that believers 

throughout the ages have been able to look for and expect fulfilment of prophecy. 

By observing the ‘signs of their times’ they are comforted and consoled by the 

Word of God and have confidence that God is in control. The Bible would be 

eagerly read and prophecy in particular would be the subject of discussion, whilst 

attempting to discover the interpretation of the numerous symbols and signs. 

Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let 

not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his 

riches; 

But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows 

Me, that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and 

righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the LORD. 

Jeremiah 9:23-24

 

so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly 

wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation..  

Hebrews 9:28

 



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B LE  P R O P H E C Y 

Section One – What is Prophecy?  www.OpenBibleLearning.com  19 

 

Questions to Reinforce the Key Points 

 
Question 1 

 

In Hebrew and Greek, what do the words for Prophet or Prophecy really mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2 

 

What are the two tests that establish a person as a true prophet? 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 3 

 

What three categories do prophecies tend to fall into? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 4 

 

Name two nations in the modern world whose current situation is in line with Bible 

Prophecy (preferably identify one not mentioned specifically in section 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 5 

 

Explain why Bible prophecy requires some effort for people to interpret. 


