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Section Four 

 

Prophecies of a Messiah 

 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Why it is appropriate to look for prophecies concerning 

Christ. 

2. What Christ said concerning prophecies of himself 

3. What the disciples said about prophecies of the Messiah  

4. The Messiah’s reconciling work prophesied 

5. Christ’s life foreshadowed by the lives of Old Testament 

characters 
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1.  Why it is appropriate to look for prophecies concerning Christ. 
The life of Jesus is, of course, described in detail in the New Testament and that is 

where most people would go to learn what the Bible has to say about the mission and 

life of Jesus.  However, Peter wrote in his first letter, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus we are told that God from the beginning of Creation had a plan for the world 

that involved Christ.  And Paul makes it clear that this plan was required to enable 

certain men and women to escape death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In fact, we find that Jesus recognised he had come in fulfilment of Old Testament 

prophecies concerning himself. 

 

2.  What Christ said concerning prophecies of himself 
When Jesus was crucified in Israel 2000 years ago, his disciples were devastated.  

They had thought that he was the Messiah who would redeem Israel from the 

oppression of the Romans and the local puppet leaders they had set up in Israel.  But it 

was not to be.  Jesus had finally been taken and brutally crucified.  The disciples did 

not know that this was part of the purpose of God even though Jesus had told them as 

much when he was with them.  (Luke 18v31-34).  They did not know that, though he 

would die and be buried in a tomb, his body would not corrupt and after three days he 

would rise again from the dead. 

 

When two of his disciples were 

walking along a lonely road to a 

village called Emmaus and were 

discussing the disastrous turn of 

events, Jesus joined them, walking 

along with them, but he concealed 

his identity so they thought him to 

be a stranger.  They were amazed 

at his apparent ignorance of the 

events of the last few days and 

freely expressed their grief and 

disappointment.  Finally, Jesus did 

reveal himself when what he  

18
 Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from 

your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 
19

 but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 
20

 He indeed was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for 

you.                (1Peter 1:18-20) 

 

... God;
  9 

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 

works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ 

Jesus before time began, 
10

 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 

the gospel,                (2Timothy 1:8-10) 
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We can imagine their amazement.  They had the Old Testament scriptures in their 

midst.  They were familiar with them.  They loved them and studied them.  But they 

had not seen in them all these things which related to the man whose life they had 

shared for the previous three and a half years!   

 

After Jesus had spoken 

with them for a little 

time and eaten with 

them he reminded them 

of the things he had told 

them before: 

 

 

He had said for example in an earlier chapter of Luke: 

 

 

 

When Jesus had been talking to the 

leaders of the Jews, those who rejected 

him as the Messiah, and yet thought 

that they were followers of Moses, he 

said: 

 

“Moses ... wrote about me”, said Jesus. 

 

 

 

In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, 

Jesus concludes with the words: 

 

 

 

Jesus was not come in competition with Moses, but rather came to fulfil his words. 

44
 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke 

to you while I was still with you, that all things must be 

fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 
45

 And He opened 

their understanding, that they might comprehend the 

Scriptures.                   (Luke 24v44-45) 

31
 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to 

Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man 

will be accomplished. 
32

 For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked 

and insulted and spit upon. 
33

 They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He 

will rise again.”  
34

 But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they 

did not know the things which were spoken.           (Luke 18v31-34) 

45
 Do not think that I shall accuse you to the 

Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, 

in whom you trust. 
46

 For if you believed 

Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote 

about Me. 
47

 But if you do not believe his 

writings, how will you believe My words?” 

       (John 5v45-47) 

31
 But he said to him, ‘If they do not 

hear Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be persuaded though one rise 

from the dead.’”        (Luke 16v31) 

25
 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the 

prophets have spoken! 
26

 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter 

into His glory?” 
27

 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them 

in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.  (Luke 24v25-27) 
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3.  What the disciples said about prophecies of the Messiah  
When the eyes of the understanding of the disciples had been opened by Jesus, they 

went out to teach these things to the people of Israel and the surrounding countries. 

 

The apostle Peter was explaining that the sixteenth Psalm spoke about Jesus, not 

about David.  If we look in the sixteenth psalm we will find the words of vv 25-28 of 

Acts 2.   

 

The Psalms are remarkable as reflecting the very thoughts of Jesus up to a thousand 

years before he was born; something we do not get from the record of his deeds in the 

New Testament. 

 

 

For example, when Jesus was very 

close to death, he exclaimed, “My God, 

my God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

 

 

 

This was a direct quotation from the beginning of Psalm 22 and when we go to 

examine this psalm, which was written a thousand years before Jesus was born, we 

find the most remarkable and moving descriptions of the experiences of Jesus as he 

was about to die.  We reproduce the first 22 verses of this psalm below: 

 

All of it is relevant to the Messiah, but we have underlined portions which are 

particularly striking: 

 

 

46
 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out 

with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, 

why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt 27v46) 

 

22
 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 

by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 

yourselves also know— 
23

 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and 

foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 

death; 
24

 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not 

possible that He should be held by it. 
25

 For David says concerning Him:  

 

      ‘ I foresaw the LORD always before my face, 

      For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 

       
26

 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 

      Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 

       
27

 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 

      Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

       
28

 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

      You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 

 
29

 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is 

both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30

 Therefore, being a 

prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his 

body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,;   
(Acts 2v22-30)



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B L E  P R O P H E C Y 

Section Four – The Messiah   www.OpenBibleLearning.com 5 

 
1
 My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 

         Why are You so far from helping Me,  

         And from the words of My groaning? 

 
2
 O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear; 

         And in the night season, and am not silent.  
          

 
3
 But You are holy, 

         Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 

 
4
 Our fathers trusted in You; 

         They trusted, and You delivered them. 

 
5
 They cried to You, and were delivered; 

         They trusted in You, and were not ashamed.  
          

 
6
 But I am a worm, and no man; 

         A reproach of men, and despised by the people. 

 
7
 All those who see Me ridicule Me; 

         They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

 
8
 “He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; 

         Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!”  
          

 
9
 But You are He who took Me out of the womb; 

         You made Me trust while on My mother’s breasts. 

 
10

 I was cast upon You from birth. 

         From My mother’s womb  

         You have been My God. 

 
11

 Be not far from Me, 

         For trouble is near;  

         For there is none to help.  
          
 
12

 Many bulls have surrounded Me; 

         Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me. 

 
13

 They gape at Me with their mouths, 

         Like a raging and roaring lion.  
          
 
14

 I am poured out like water, 

         And all My bones are out of joint;  

         My heart is like wax;  

         It has melted within Me. 

 
15

 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

         And My tongue clings to My jaws;  

         You have brought Me to the dust of death.  
          
 
16

 For dogs have surrounded Me; 

         The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.  

         They pierced My hands and My feet;                   ...   ...   (Continues next page) 

Those who saw Jesus on the cross “sneered” taunting him, “He saved others; let Him 

save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”  Thus they recognised that he 

trusted in God, who he claimed was his father, and delighted that God apparently 

could not save him from their hands. 

 

43
He trusted in God; let 

Him deliver Him now if 

He will have Him; for He 

said, ‘I am the Son of 

God.’”  (Matthew 27v43) 

35 
And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with 

them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if 

He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”                           (Luke 23v35) 

48
 Immediately one of them ran 

and took a sponge, filled it with 

sour wine and put it on a reed, 

and offered it to Him to drink.  

(Matthew 27v48)

Even the attitude 

of the people was 

foretold. 
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Jesus was surrounded by “dogs” who “pierced My hands and My feet” (see v16).  

This is a striking prophecy.  Crucifixion was a form of punishment first used by the 

Greeks nearly 700 years after the writing of the Psalms, yet here it was in this ancient 

book recited regularly by the Jewish people in their synagogues. 

 

A line in verse 17 is a puzzle until we read what happened at Jesus’ crucifix.  Whereas 

the legs of most victims are broken to speed up their death, this did not happen to 

Jesus and so he could observe, “I can count all my bones”.  

 

Then there is a strange line in verse 18:  “They divide My garments among them, 

 And for My clothing they cast lots,” but it was very prophetic of what happened at 

the crucifixion of Jesus.  

 

We find when we study them carefully that most of the psalms can be understood as 

relating to the sufferings of the Messiah and his determination to be obedient to his 

father. 

 

Jesus’ very last words before he died were “Into Your hand I commit my spirit” which 

are taken from Psalm 31v5. This verse concludes:  “You have redeemed me, O lord 

God of Truth”.  The latter part of the verse would have been realised when Jesus 

regained consciousness after his three day sleep in death. 

 

24
 They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 

for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:  

      “ They divided My garments among them, 

             And for My clothing they cast lots.” 

   Therefore the soldiers did these things.                                 (John 19v24) 

 

 
17

 I can count all My bones. 

         They look and stare at Me. 
          
 
18

 They divide My garments among them, 

         And for My clothing they cast lots.     

 
19

 But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me; 

         O My Strength, hasten to help Me! 

 
20

 Deliver Me from the sword, 

         My precious life from the power of the dog. 

 
21

 Save Me from the lion’s mouth 

         And from the horns of the wild oxen!  

          

         You have answered Me.  

          

 
22

 I will declare Your name to My brethren; 

         In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.                 (Psalm 22vv 1-22) 

32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other 

who was crucified with Him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that 

He was already dead, they did not break His legs.                 (John 19v32)
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4.  The Messiah’s reconciling work prophesied 
 

In the early chapters of Genesis, man is placed in idyllic surroundings to tend the 

garden of Eden. Adam and Eve were told they could eat of every tree of this garden 

with the one exception – the fruit of the tree termed that of “the knowledge of good 

and evil”.  The penalty for disobedience was eventual death.  The record informs us 

that one of the “beasts of the field” who was more “cunning” (able to reason) than the 

rest and who had been given the power of speech, suggested to the woman that God 

did not really mean that they would die and persuaded her to sample the fruit. She 

took of it, ate it and gave some to Adam, her husband who also ate it.  Thus was 

introduced into the world the first sin, being a consequence of the first lie: “you will 

not surely die”. 

 

God’s judgment on all parties concerned is given in Genesis chapter 3 and is very 

interesting.  It turns out to be the very first prophecy of the Messiah, albeit in terms 

that need some research – comparing scripture with scripture – to draw out the 

meaning.  Let’s look at how God responded to what the serpent did. 

 

Verse 15 speaks of two seeds, that of 

the serpent and that of the woman.  

The seed of the woman is to suffer a 

bruise to the heel – painful but not 

fatal.  The seed of the serpent is to 

suffer a bruise to the head – i.e. a fatal 

wound.  The serpent, because of his 

lie gave rise to sin and so is associated 

with sin, which brings death; but who 

is the seed of the woman? 

 

 

We may ask, “who was a seed of the 

woman but not of a man”.  None other 

than the Messiah, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, born of a virgin, but having no human father.  He also suffered a “bruise in the 

heel” – crucifixion – painful but not fatal for he recovered from it – his resurrection.  

In the process however, he achieved something momentous:  he dealt sin a fatal blow 

from which it would eventually never recover. 

 

This is the reconciling work of the Messiah described in the letter to the Hebrews as 

follows: 

 

It was through his death 

(because it was the culmination 

of a completely obedient life) 

that Christ destroyed the devil.  

The devil can be seen in the 

New Testament to be none 

other than sin.  This becomes 

clear when we compare this 

verse with a later verse in 

Hebrews: 

14
 So the LORD God said to the serpent:  

      “ Because you have done this,  

      You are cursed more than all cattle,  

      And more than every beast of the field;  

      On your belly you shall go,  

      And you shall eat dust  

      All the days of your life.  

 
15

 And I will put enmity 

      Between you and the woman,  

      And between your seed and her Seed;  

      He shall bruise your head,  

      And you shall bruise His heel.”  

 (Genesis 3v14-15)

14
 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of 

flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 

same, that through death He might destroy him 

who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  

(Hebrews 2v14)

26
 He then would have had to suffer often since 

the foundation of the world; but now, once at the 

end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin 

by the sacrifice of Himself..         (Hebrews 9v26) 



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B L E  P R O P H E C Y 

Section Four – The Messiah   www.OpenBibleLearning.com 8 

These two verses are saying the same things in different words.  The Messiah must 

suffer and die, but in the process he deals the devil, or sin, a destructive blow.  Other 

verses in the New Testament, of course, speak of Christ’s recovery from death so that 

his “bruise” was a temporary affair.  The bruising, however, was necessary in the 

purpose of God so that we read in the prophecy of Isaiah, words prophetic of Christ: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, it was God who over-ruled his bruising to prevent it being permanent.  Even 

this is prophesied in the Psalms: 

 

 

This psalm contrasts the 

seed of the woman, whose 

head would be protected, 

with the sin powers who 

“surrounded” him but who 

would eventually fall and 

“rise not up again”. 

 

 

 

 

 

The fortieth Psalm also speaks of this work of Christ: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9
 And they made His grave with the wicked—  

      But with the rich at His death,  

      Because He had done no violence,  

      Nor was any deceit in His mouth.  

       
10

 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him;  

      He has put Him to grief.  

      When You make His soul an offering for sin,  

      He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days,  

      And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.  

(Isaiah 53v9-10)

 
7
 O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, 

         You have covered my head in the day of battle. 

 
8
 Do not grant, O LORD, the desires of the wicked; 

         Do not further his wicked scheme,  

         Lest they be exalted.  Selah   
          

 
9
 “As for the head of those who surround me, 

         Let the evil of their lips cover them; 

 
10

 Let burning coals fall upon them; 

         Let them be cast into the fire,  

         Into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 

(Psalm 140v7-10)
 

 
1
 I waited patiently for the LORD; 

         And He inclined to me,  

         And heard my cry. 

 
2
 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, 

         Out of the miry clay,  

         And set my feet upon a rock,  

         And established my steps. 

          

 
6
 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; 

         My ears You have opened.  

         Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require. 

 
7
 Then I said, “Behold, I come; 

         In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

 
8
 I delight to do Your will, O my God, 

         And Your law is within my heart.”         (Ps 40v1-8) 
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... and is quoted in the following passage in Hebrews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The psalm tells that animal sacrifices were ineffectual and foretells the sacrifice of 

Christ who would delight to do his father’s will even though it would lead him to 

death. 

 

All this was hidden away in the Old Testament and yet not perceived, even by the 

faithful disciples of Jesus until it was revealed to them by Jesus himself. 

7
 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 

      In the volume of the book it is written of Me— 

      To do Your will, O God.’” 
 

     
8
 Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, 

and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them 

” (which are offered according to the law), 
9
 then He said, 

“Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away 

the first that He may establish the second. 
10

 By that will we have 

been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 

once for all.              (Hebrews 10v7-10) 
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5.  Christ’s life foreshadowed by the lives of Old Testament 

characters 
 

There is a very powerful set of “prophecies” of the Messiah and his future work which 

is locked into the very lives of men who lived and died hundreds of years before 

Christ was born. 

 

We will take just two examples:  Isaac and Joseph. 

 

The example of Isaac 
Isaac was Abraham’s only son, born when he was a hundred years old having been 

promised to him and to Sarah, his wife, at least twenty five years earlier when they 

had no children.  Isaac was clearly very precious to them.  He reached the age of 

about thirty and his father, Abraham, was 

told to go to a certain mountain and to 

make of him a burnt sacrifice there.  This 

as an extraordinary request, for God 

always abhorred human sacrifice which 

was practised by the nations around them 

(See Deuteronomy 12:31).  There is no 

sign, however, that Abraham resisted the 

request.  He set off with two servants and 

with wood for a fire and travelled for 

three days before he reached a mountain 

indicated by God.  It was Mount Moriah.  

He left the servants at the foot of the mountain and proceeded up with Isaac alone, 

with Isaac carrying the wood for the fire.  Isaac asked where the lamb was for the 

sacrifice.  Abraham’s reply was “God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering”. 

 

Abraham built an altar and laid Isaac upon it and tied him down.  Apparently a young 

man in his prime Isaac could have resisted what his father was doing, but there is no 

indication in the record that he did Abraham took a knife and raised it above Isaac to 

slay him. 

 

He was prevented from bringing the knife down by the following: 

 

 

They looked round and found a ram with his horns caught in a thicket and this was 

sacrificed instead of Isaac.   

 

In the New Testament the significance of this incident is made clear: 

 

 

11
 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!”  

So he said, “Here I am.”  
12

 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for 

now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from Me.”        (Genesis 22v11-12) 
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It is clear from this reference that, although there is no indication in scripture that up 

to that time anyone had been brought back to life after death, Abraham believed that if 

he had killed his son, God was able to raise him from the dead and would do so.  This 

is because Abraham had absolute faith that God would fulfil his promise that Isaac 

would be the forefather of many descendants of Abraham.   

 

When we look closely at this record we see a remarkable similarity between Isaac and 

the Messiah, and between Abraham and God. 

 

Isaac was the only beloved son of his 

father 

16
 For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son,  (John 3v16) 

He was a child promised by God 
14

 Therefore the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall call 

His name Immanuel.  (Isaiah 7v14)  

Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his 

only son 

8
 But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.  (Romans 5v8)  

He took three day’s journey to the 

mountain on which he was to be 

sacrificed 

Jesus took three years “journey” from his 

baptism to his death on the cross 

The scene of the sacrifice of Isaac was 

Mount Moriah 

Jesus was sacrificed on one of the 

mountains in this same group.  This was 

also the site of the temple of Solomon 

(2Chronicles 3v1) and of another 

representative sacrifice made by David 

(2Sam 24v18) 

There is no record of Isaac resisting the 

sacrifice (though he was strong enough 

to carry the wood up the mountain) 

Jesus did not resist his father’s will to 

make of him a sacrifice.  (see Matt 26v39) 

Isaac was symbolically brought again 

from the dead (Hebrews 11v19) 

Jesus was actually brought again from the 

dead.  (Luke 24v5-7) 

 

We may conclude that God, who alone knew his 

purpose with his son, was causing the life of Isaac to 

foreshadow the life and death of his distant 

descendant, the Messiah.  It is an example of the 

consistency of the word of God, so that great truths 

are portrayed not only in words but in these other 

ways which nonetheless constitute prophecies of 

things to come.  It is also confirmation of the 

existence of God and that he is the author of the 

scriptures. 

17
 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 

promises offered up his only begotten son, 
18

 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed 

shall be called,”
 
 
19

 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, 

from which he also received him in a figurative sense. . (Hebrews 11v17-19) 
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The example of Joseph 
Joseph was the son of Jacob.  He was a God-fearing young man, seventeen years of 

age, when his older brothers developed such a hatred of him that they threw him into a 

pit to die.   

They returned to Jacob with his coat dipped in 

the blood of an animal to mislead Jacob into 

thinking he had died.  Jacob lived under this 

misapprehension for twenty two years.  In fact 

Joseph was not dead but had been hauled out of 

the pit and sold to some traders who took him to 

Egypt.  The chief architect of this plan was 

Judah, one of Joseph’s older brothers.  There 

Joseph was sold as a slave to Potiphar, the 

captain of Pharaoh’s guard.  He served his 

master well resisting that attempt of Potiphar’s 

wife to seduce him who then turned against 

Joseph, falsely accusing him of molesting her.  

He was thrown into prison.  However, the keeper 

of the prison soon realised he could trust Joseph 

and put him in charge of the other prisoners.  One day, two of Pharaoh’s servants 

were put into the prison, his baker and his butler.  Both had dreams which Joseph was 

able to interpret, through the revelation of God.  He told the butler that he would be 

re-installed into his position within three days but that the baker would be hanged.  

This happened as Joseph said.  Joseph told the butler he done nothing worthy of 

imprisonment and asked him to remember him and ask Pharaoh to release him, 

however the butler forgot until two years later when Pharaoh himself had two dreams 

which greatly troubled him   

 

The butler then remembered Joseph and he was recalled from prison to interpret 

Pharaoh’s dreams.  This he did, saying to Pharaoh that his dreams indicated that the 

land of Egypt was about to experience seven years of great prosperity, but that these 

would be followed by seven years of famine so acute that they would soon forget the 

fruitful years.  His advice to Pharaoh was to save all he could during the seven 

prosperous years so as to survive the seven years of famine.  Pharaoh was so 

impressed with Joseph that he put him in charge of this preparation work.  Joseph now 

found himself second to Pharaoh in the land of Egypt.  

 

As Joseph had foreseen (though it had been God who showed it to him) there were 

seven prosperous years and Joseph organised a tremendous stock-piling of grain.  

Then the seven years of famine began.  Year by year the people of Egypt came to 

Joseph to buy grain for which they sold all that they had.  Eventually, even their land 

became Pharaoh’s. 

 

The famine was not restricted to the land of Egypt.  The land of Canaan where Jacob 

and his family lived was also afflicted by it.  They heard that there was corn in Egypt 

so Jacob sent his sons to buy grain.  They were brought before Joseph dressed as an 

Egyptian and having to speak to him through an interpreter they had no idea he was 

their brother.  Joseph, however, recognised them.  He spoke roughly to them, accusing 

them of being spies and, though he filled their sacks with corn and returned their 

money in the sacks he kept back one of their brothers telling them that he would not 



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B L E  P R O P H E C Y 

Section Four – The Messiah   www.OpenBibleLearning.com 13 

be freed unless they brought their younger brother.  (This was Benjamin who was 

Joseph’s younger brother by Rachel who had only the two sons before she died).  

Joseph heard his brothers speaking about his own fate at their hands and that they 

regretted not listening to his pleas for mercy.  They connected their present 

predicament with this despicable treatment of their brother. 

 

Jacob was very much against his sons returning to Egypt with Benjamin but 

eventually they were forced by the famine to do so.  Judah pledged his own life for 

the life of Benjamin to persuade Jacob to allow him to travel to Egypt.  On their 

arrival in Egypt, the brothers were treated to a great meal with Joseph, but they still 

did not know the identity of their host.  They returned with corn in their sacks but 

Joseph had arranged for a silver cup to be placed in Benjamin’s sack. He sent his men 

after the group and accused them of stealing the cup.  They protested their innocence 

but a search revealed the cup was in Benjamin’s sack who was therefore assumed to 

be guilty of the theft.  They all returned to Joseph who said Benjamin must stay as his 

servant.  Judah then explained the pledge he had made and how if they were to return 

without Benjamin then their father would die of grief.  Judah concluded his appeal to 

Joseph with these words: 

 

 

 

It was at this stage that Joseph, having heard these contrite words from the brother 

who had sold him into Egypt, was overcome by emotion and revealed his identity to 

his brothers. 

 

They were shocked and mortified, as one can 

imagine, and it was only with great effort 

that Joseph re-assured them of his brotherly 

intentions towards them.  He comforted them 

with these words. 

 

They returned to their father, Jacob who, though at first incredulous, finally was 

convinced that his son whom he thought had been killed so long ago was in fact the 

ruler in Egypt and took all his family to be with him and to be preserved for the 

remaining five years of famine. 

 

A little reflection on this narrative reveals, as with the case of Isaac’s sacrifice, some 

remarkable similarities with the life of Christ. 

32
 For your servant became surety for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him 

back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father forever.’ 
33

 Now therefore, 

please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go 

up with his brothers. 
34

 For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest 

perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my father?”     (Genesis 44v32-34) 

 

5
 But now, do not therefore be grieved 

or angry with yourselves because you 

sold me here; for God sent me before 

you to preserve life.     (Genesis 45v5) 
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Joseph was put on a pit to die by his 

brothers who hated him.  (Judah the ring-

leader) 

Christ was also put in a pit (the tomb) by 

his brothers, who hated him. (Judah the 

dominant tribe) 

Joseph brought out of the pit alive Jesus was brought up out of the grave and 

did not see corruption. 

Joseph’s feet were “hurt with fetters of 

iron” before God saw fit to bring him out 

of prison in Egypt (Psalm 105v18). 

Jesus was “bruised in the heel” but was 

then brought to life and prominence 

again. 

Joseph went away to Egypt out of sight of 

his family where he became the second in 

command. 

Jesus went to heaven, out of sight of the 

Jews, where he was second only to God, 

his father 

Joseph proved to be the salvation of his 

people.  His Egyptian name was 

“Zaphnathpaaneah” which means 

“Saviour of the age”. 

Jesus is also the saviour of his people and 

his name in the Hebrew means “God will 

save”. 

When Jacob’s sons were in trouble, they 

confessed their fault and adopted a 

contrite attitude 

Israel will finally repent - “you will 

remember your evil ways and your deeds 

that were not good; and you will loathe 

yourselves in your own sight, for your 

iniquities and your abominations.”  

Ezekiel 36v31  

 

One day, the Jews will meet their Messiah who will have returned from heaven and 

who will have saved them from an enemy who will have attacked them from the 

north.  They will not know who is their saviour and, in response to his request for 

admission into their city will ask who he is: 

 

There will be an emotional meeting between the Jewish people, marvellously saved 

from something described in Jeremiah 30 as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” and the one 

who has saved them. 

 

Some if this is described by way of prophecy in Zechariah: 

 
7
 Lift up your heads, O you gates! 

         And be lifted up, you everlasting doors!  

         And the King of glory shall come in. 

 
8
 Who is this King of glory? 

         The LORD strong and mighty,  

         The LORD mighty in battle. 

 
9
 Lift up your heads, O you gates! 

         Lift up, you everlasting doors!  

         And the King of glory shall come in. 

 
10

 Who is this King of glory? 

         The LORD of hosts,  

         He is the King of glory.  Selah     (Psalm 24v7-10) 
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When they look upon him whom they pierced, then, like Judah of old, they will 

recognise the despicable way they treated their Messiah, and so, like Joseph’s 

brothers, they will mourn at first. 

 

This piercing was done at Jesus’ 

death when his side was pierced 

with a sword and there came out 

blood and water.   

 

All this was remarkably enacted in the meeting between Joseph and his brethren, who 

nonetheless in time were comforted by Joseph, their saviour, and who enjoyed his 

protection for the rest of his life.  In like manner will Jesus when he returns to the 

earth, speak comfortably to the people of Israel and will be their king, ruling over 

them in Jerusalem when they will enjoy great prosperity and be honoured by the 

peoples of the earth.  

 

6. Conclusion 
 

• God had Christ in mind from the very beginning of creation. 

• Christ reveals many detailed prophecies about himself and his mission. 

• The disciples refer to many more prophecies about the Messiah and his 

mission. 

• The Messiah’s reconciling work was prophesied from the beginning of 

Genesis and all through the Old Testament . 

• Christ’s life is beautifully foreshadowed by the lives of the faithful as 

recorded in Old Testament 
 

Prophecy wonderfully proves the Bible true, that God is there and in control, 

and it gives purpose to OUR LIVES and marvellous prospects for our future if 

we heed the call of God’s Word. 

9
 It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 

Jerusalem.  
10

 “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 

Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. 

Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him 

as one grieves for a firstborn.             (Zechariah 12v9-10) 

34
 But one of the soldiers pierced His side 

with a spear, and immediately blood and 

water came out.                   (John 19v34) 
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Questions to Reinforce Key Points 

 
1.  At what point in the history of the world did God decide to fulfil his purpose 

through a Son? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Which sections of the Old Testament particularly speak prophetically of 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Note some of the key points in Psalm 22 that predict what happened to Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What is the ‘enemy’ of mankind that Jesus overcame through his death? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How is the ‘sacrifice’ of Isaac a pattern of Jesus? 

 


