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(Part 1 - Revelation 1-10) 

 

 
In this section we will consider… 
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The purpose of the book       

The symbols of Revelation       

Interpreting Revelation       

The structure of the book       

 

 

2. Overview of Chapters 1 to 10      

 

 

3. A more detailed look at the Fifth and Sixth Trumpets   
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The Arabs attack the Eastern Roman Empire     
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Loosing of the Turks        

The fall of Constantinople       
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1. Introduction to the Book of Revelation 
 

Revelation is not only the last book in our Bibles, but it is possible it was also the last 

book of the Bible to be written.  Traditionally, it is dated to approximately AD96, 

some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus into heaven.  It was written by John, an 

apostle of Jesus Christ, who is also described as the disciple “whom Jesus loved”. 

 

The circumstances in which the book was written are given in the first chapter: 

 

 

 

The “tribulation” to which John alludes is the period of persecution that the Christians 

endured under the reign of Domitian, the last of the twelve Caesars.  Domitian had 

banished John to the Isle of Patmos, a desolate island off the coast of Asia Minor,  

“for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ”, ie because of his faith in 

the gospel preached by Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of the Isle of Patmos       The Emperor Domitian 

 

 

The purpose of the book 

 

The word “revelation” is derived from the Greek apokalupsis, meaning “to uncover, 

unveil, or bring to light that which was hidden”.  Therefore the Book of Revelation, or 

the Apocalypse as it is sometimes called, is intended to disclose things previously 

hidden. 

I, John, both  your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom 

and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for 

the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

(Revelation 1:9)
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These opening verses of the book are the key to understanding its origins and the 

subject matter that the book contains.  We can derive a number of important points 

from this passage: 

 

• The revelation is of Jesus Christ, not of John or “St John the Divine” as some 

Bibles entitle the book.  The matters revealed were given by God to Jesus, so that 

they could then be revealed by Jesus to other people. 

• These things are shown to a certain group of people, referred to as “his servants”. 

This accounts for the rather difficult form in which it was communicated; it was 

given to those followers of Jesus who would be prepared to study it in order to 

unlock its secrets. 

• It was “signified” to John by an angel.  The prophecies in this book are expressed 

in sign or symbolic form, which need to be interpreted. 

 

In some instances, the interpretation is clearly provided within the book itself, for 

example at the end of chapter 1: “The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My 

right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the 

seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.” 

 

In other instances, we can find clues to the interpretation of the symbols by looking 

elsewhere in the scriptures.  Some basic symbols and their meanings are illustrated 

below: 

 

Heavens = ruling powers 

Sun =  

political ruler 

Moon =  

religious ruler 

Stars =  

princes 

 

 

 

Earth = subject peoples Sea = nations 

 

 

 

Earthquakes = political or religious revolution 

 

Animals or beasts are often used to represent dominant political powers, with their 

various horns or heads indicating separate kings, dominions or forms of government.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His 

servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified 

it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, 

and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 

(Revelation 1:1-2)
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Interpreting Revelation 

 

There are many different (and conflicting) interpretations of the book of Revelation.  

These fall into three fundamental schools of thought: 

 

1. Futurist interpretations (all of the prophecies of Revelation relate to future 

events, yet to be fulfilled) 

 

2. Praeterist (immediate) interpretations (all of the prophecies have been fulfilled 

in the past, and principally in the first century) 

 

Neither of these two approaches seems to tally with what the book says about itself.  

We have seen in Revelation 1:1 that the matters signified are “things which must 

shortly take place”, and this statement is elaborated on later in the chapter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revelation therefore refers to events that would immediately follow John’s day, and 

also to events that would occur further into the future, up to the time of the 

establishment of God’s kingdom, and beyond into the post-millennial period.  The 

third school of thought, therefore, is … 

 

3. Continuous Historical interpretation (the whole span of world history from 

John’s time onward, through to the present day and beyond) 

 

Not only does this interpretation perfectly fit the case, as we hope to demonstrate, but 

it has the effect of making the book of Revelation immediately relevant to believers of 

all generations.  All of God’s servants, through the centuries, would be able to 

understand their own times in the appropriate part of the prophecy, as well as those 

things that had gone before.  This also provides us with the assurance that those 

prophecies which remain as yet unfulfilled will indeed come to pass in due time. 

 

Write the things which you have seen, and the things 

which are, and the things which will take place after this.  

(Revelation 1:19)
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The structure of the book 

 

The chapters of Revelation are not presented in chronological order, which may cause 

an initial difficulty. However, the structure of the book is not as complicated as it may 

appear at first sight. It is arranged as a series of seven-fold visions in a sort of 

telescopic formation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seventh seal is then expanded into … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seventh trumpet is then expanded into … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seventh bowl is then expanded into … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A more detailed view of this structure is drawn on the next page.  As the diagram 

shows, interspersed between the sections of the “telescope” are passages that describe 

in symbol the end result of God’s purpose with the earth and the faithful followers of 

Jesus. 

 

Omitted from the diagram is a parallel sequence that can also be found in Revelation.  

In these passages, world political and religious systems are depicted as terrible beasts 

which make war against the Lord Jesus Christ.  One example of this is examined in 

the next set of notes. 

 

7 Seals (as in a scroll sealed seven times).  These depict various stages in the 

Roman Empire until it became Christianised. 

7 Trumpets (an instrument to sound a warning).  These depict the 

overthrow of the Roman power, both in the West and in the East.  The 

last three trumpets are also called “woes”. 

7 Thunders   These describe Christ and 

the saints executing judgement upon the 

nations of the earth. 

7 Bowls (containing plagues).  These depict the 

destruction of the Holy Roman Empire (West) and the 

Turkish Empire (East). 
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VISIONS OF 

CHRIST 

 SEALS, TRUMPETS AND BOWLS   

Multitudinous 

Christ (1.12-18) 

       

Throne in heaven 

(ch 4) 

 1st Seal       

(6.1) 

White horse Peace 96-183   

  2nd Seal       

(6.3) 

Red horse Civil war 181-212   

  3rd Seal      

(6.5) 

Black horse Famine 212-235   

  4th Seal       

(6.7) 

Pale horse Death 235-303   

  5th Seal     

(6.9) 

Souls under 

altar 

Persecution 303-312 

(Diocletian) 

  

  6th Seal       

(6.12) 

Earthquake Paganism 

overthrown 

312-395 

(Constantine) 

  

Sealed of God 

(7.9-17) 

 7th Seal     

(8.1) 

1st Trumpet 

(8.7) 

Hail and   

fire 

Goths invade 

West 

395-429  

   2nd Trumpet 

(8.8) 

Burning 

mountain 

Vandals invade 

West 

429-477  

   3rd Trumpet 

(8.10) 

Star falls Huns invade 

West 

433-453  

   4th Trumpet 

(8.12) 

Sun and 

moon dark 

Goths take 

Rome 

476  

   5th Trumpet 

(9.1) 

Locusts Saracens 

invade East 

632-932  

Rainbowed Angel 

(ch 10) 

  6th Trumpet 

(9.13) 

Angels 

loosed 

Turks invade 

East 

1062  

Lamb on Mount 

Zion (ch 14) 

  7th Trumpet 

(11.15) 

1st Bowl      

(16.2) 

On earth French 

Revolution 

1789-1794 

    2nd Bowl      

(16.3) 

On sea British naval 

blockade 

1793-1815 

    3rd Bowl      

(16.4) 

On rivers Napoleon 

invades Italy 

1796 

    4th Bowl      

(16.8) 

On sun Holy Roman 

Empire ended 

1806 

    5th Bowl      

(16.10) 

On seat of 

beast 

Pope arrested 1809 

    6th Bowl      

(16.12) 

On Euphrates Demise of 

Turkish Emp. 

1820-1920 

Marriage of the 

Lamb (19.1-10) 

   7th Bowl    

(16.17) 

Into the air, 

earthquake 

Judgment of 

the nations 

???? 

New Jerusalem 

(ch 21-22) 
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2. Overview of chapters 1 to 10 
 

Chapter 1 

The prologue of the book, leading into a vision of “one like the Son of Man”.  This 

extraordinary figure is a representation of what the Bible calls the Body of Christ, i.e. 

the whole community of the followers the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head. 

 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Letters dictated by the Lord Jesus 

Christ, to be sent to seven churches 

(or ecclesias) in Asia.  These are 

located at Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 

Philadelphia and Laodicea. 

 

Each letter is introduced with one of 

the attributes of Christ, and each 

contains the proclamation “I know 

your works”. Each church is 

commended or criticised for its 

actions, and in each case great 

salvation is promised “to those that 

overcome”. 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

A description of “things which must take place after this”.  John sees a throne in 

heaven, surrounded by 24 elders and 4 beasts that praise and worship the one sitting 

on the throne.  This is a “scene setting” vision in which all glory is ascribed to God 

himself as the creator of all things and the driving force behind the things that are 

about to unfold. 

 

 

Chapter 5 

A continuation of the vision of chapter 4, styling Jesus as both the mighty Lion of the 

tribe of Judah and as the sacrificial Lamb.  His followers rejoice at having been 

redeemed by the blood of Christ and exalted to positions of glory and power in the 

earth.  All creatures of the earth unite in praising God and his appointed King: 

“Blessing and honour and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to 

the Lamb, forever and ever!” 

 

 

Chapter 6 

The opening of the first six seals.  This chapter reveals the history of the Roman 

Empire in relation to Christ’s people from AD96 to AD324, when the paganism of 

Rome was replaced with a nominal form of Christianity. 
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Chapter 7 

God’s servants are “sealed in their foreheads”, meaning that the word of God has been 

imprinted upon their minds.  The chapter looks forward to the time when they will 

stand as a great multitude in Christ’s presence.  They will receive great blessings, 

“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more … for the Lamb which is in the 

midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of 

waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes”. 

 

 

Chapter 8 

The seventh seal is opened (which incorporates the seven trumpets, bowls and 

thunders).  This chapter describes the first four trumpets, detailing the attacks on the 

Roman Empire (West) by various Germanic tribes.  It covers the period from AD324 

until about the middle of the sixth century. 

 

• 1
st
 Trumpet  - Alaric and the Visigoths invade the Western Roman Empire 

between AD395 and 429, gaining control of Rome for a time in 410.  After 

the death of Alaric, his forces retreated north, although they retained 

control of large parts of the Empire in France and Spain.   

• 2
nd

 Trumpet  - The Vandals crossed the Starits of Gibraltar in 429 and 

overran North Africa. Later, under Genseric, they attacked Rome by sea 

from Africa and seized control of the city for a time in 455.  Genseric’s 

ships destroyed the Roman navy, immobilising maritime trade around 

Italy. 

• 3
rd

 Trumpet  - The invasion by the ferocious Huns led by Atilla.  They 

came against the Empire from Scythia, and in 452 Atilla led his armies 

over the Alps into Northern Italy. 

• 4
th

 Trumpet  - Odoacer led the Ostrogoths into Italy and took Rome in 476, 

deposing Emperor Romulus.   This was the fall of the Western Roman 

Empire.  

 

 

Chapter 9 

The fifth and sixth trumpets.  These concern the assaults upon the Eastern Roman 

Empire by the Saracens and Turks, covering the long period up to the fall of 

Constantinople in 1453.  These two trumpets are examined in more detail later in this 

section. 

 

 

Chapter 10 

The vision of the rainbowed angel.  This is a vision of the future time when the Lord 

Jesus Christ will again appear in the earth, having returned from heaven.  By this time 

“the mystery of God should be finished” and all things will be revealed to the 

immortalised saints. 
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3. A more detailed look at the Fifth and Sixth Trumpets 
 

Let’s look in more detail at the fifth and sixth trumpets in Revelation chapter 9.  As 

suggested above, these trumpets use dramatic imagery to describe the assaults upon 

the Eastern part of the Roman Empire: 

• in the fifth trumpet during the Islamic conquests spanning 300 years following the 

death of Muhammed in AD 632; 

• in the sixth trumpet during various Turkish invasions, climaxing in the overthrow 

of Constantinople, the capital of the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire, in 1453. 

 

The effect of these sustained assaults was that the Byzantine Empire was gradually 

eroded, as illustrated on the maps below. 

 

The decline of the Byzantine Empire 

 

 

5
th

 Trumpet - The Birth of Islam 
 

 

 

 

The “star” of Revelation 9:1 relates to 

the Prophet Muhammad.  He was born 

in Mecca in AD570, and some 50 years 

later began preaching the Unity of God.  

So hostile was the reaction in Mecca 

that Muhammad fled to Medina, a flight 

that became known as the “Hegira” and 

which forms the base date for the 

Muslim calendar. 

[1]  Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to 

the earth. To him was given the key to the bottomless pit.  

[2]  And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like 

the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened 

because of the smoke of the pit.  
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In Medina, Muhammad was hailed as “The Prophet of Allah” and gathered a large 

band of fanatical followers.  The revolution was boiling up in the deserts of Arabia.  

He took Mecca by force of arms, pulling down idols and temples of Arabic gods, 

declaring: “At last the fire is kindled in the furnace” and “The 

sword is the key of heaven and hell” (compare Rev 9:1-2).  

Following his conquest of Mecca, Muhammad's prestige and 

authority continued to expand in Arabia, and in AD 629 he turned 

his attention to the Eastern Roman Empire. He sent ambassadors 

to the Emperor Heraclius (pictured right) inviting him to become 

Muslim, and to reject the Trinitarian religion. When one of these 

envoys was murdered, Muhammad declared war on the “shaven-

headed infidels” – a campaign that was to be continued for 300 

years following his death in AD632. 

 

Thus Muhammad lit the fire of Muslim uprising, opening up the “pit” of Arabia and 

releasing a “smoke” that would darken the sky of the Eastern Roman world. 

 

 

5
th

 Trumpet - The Arabs attack the Eastern Roman Empire 

 

 

The conquests of Islam in the first two centuries after Muhammad 

 [3]  Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them 

was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  

[4]  They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any 

green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal 

of God on their foreheads.  

[5]  And they were not given authority to kill them, but to torment them 

for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion 

when it strikes a man.  
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Muhammad was succeeded by Abu Bekr, who was entitled “Successor of the Prophet, 

Caliph and Commander of the Faithful”.  He, and the Caliphs that ensued, led a 

swarming Islamic army throughout the region.  In AD634 Damascus was taken with 

tremendous bloodshed, particularly of monks, priests and worshippers of the Virgin 

Mary.  One Caliph, Omar, within a period of ten years subjugated 36,000 cities or 

castles, destroyed 4,000 churches and temples, and built 1,400 Mohammedan 

mosques.  Constantinople was besieged twice, but was not overthrown. 

 

According to Revelation 9:4, these armies were given an unusual commandment to 

“not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only 

those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads”.  This too had a 

remarkable fulfilment.  The warriors were commanded by their rulers to avoid 

injustice and oppression as much as possible; their victory was not to be stained with 

the blood of women and children.  Palm trees, corn and cattle were also to be left 

unharmed.  The only legitimate targets were those whom Abu Bekr termed “those that 

belong to the Synagogue of Satan” – those were to be treated severely: “Be sure you 

cleave their skulls and give them no quarter until they either turn Muhommedans or 

pay tribute”. 

 

The Biblical description of these “locusts” vividly conveys the appearance and 

methods of the Arab hoards: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[7]  The shape of the locusts was 

like horses prepared for battle. 

On their heads were crowns of 

something like gold, and their 

faces were like the faces of 

men.  

[8]  They had hair like women's 

hair, and their teeth were like 

lions’ teeth.  

[9]  And they had breastplates like 

breastplates of iron, and the 

sound of their wings was like 

the sound of chariots with 

many horses running into 

battle.  

[10]  They had tails like scorpions, 

and there were stings in their 

tails. Their power was to hurt 

men five months.  

[11]  And they had as king over 

them the angel of the 

bottomless pit, whose name in 

Hebrew is Abaddon, but in 

Greek he has the name 

Apollyon. 

The Islamic army were predominantly 
horsemen 

Yellow turbans 

Bearded, long hair (contrast with cropped 
Roman style and shaven-headed monks) 

Chain-mail 

Saracen fire – catapulted fireballs 

Sequence of Caliphs 

“Destroyers” – the meaning of Abaddon 
(Hebrew) and Apollyon (Greek) 
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5
th

 Trumpet – Time Periods 
 

� Two time periods are given for the 5
th

 trumpet phase, each lasting five months 

(Rev 9:5 and 10).  

� A scriptural month lasts for 30 days. Two sets of five months therefore equals 300 

days. 

� On the “day for a year” principle (cf Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6), the 5
th

 trumpet 

phase should therefore have lasted for 300 years.   

 

 

 

300 years 

 

 

This time-scale is confirmed by Gibbon in Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.  

Speaking of Rahdi (dated at AD936), Gibbon writes: 

 

“He was the last who deserved the title of Commander of the Faithful, the last 

who … represented the wealth and magnificence of the ancient Caliphs. After 

him the lords of the eastern world were reduced to the most abject misery.” 
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, chapter 52 

 

 

 

6
th

 Trumpet – The Loosing of the Turks 
 

 

At the blast of the sixth trumpet, four “angels” were unleashed across the Euphrates 

against the Eastern Roman Empire.  These can be interpreted as a series of Turkish 

invaders, led by four great captains, who ravaged the empire and finally brought about 

the overthrow of its capital city, Constantinople (otherwise known as Byzantium). 

 

Again, a very precise time period is given: “So the four angels, who had been 

prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released” (Rev 9:15).  

Using the same principles as before, we can calculate this period as totalling 391 years 

and one month, thus: 

 

� one year = 360 days 

� one month =   30 days 

� one day =     1 day 

� one hour =  
1
/12 day 

AD 632 

Death of 

Muhammad 

AD 932 

Decline of 

Caliph power 

[13]  Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice from the four horns of 

the golden altar which is before God,  

[14]  saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels 

who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

 

391 
1
/12 days 

= 

391 years 1 month 
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The table below identifies these four Turkish “angels”: 

 

 

AD 1062 

    (29
th

 April) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 1092 

 

Togrul Beg and the Seljuk Turks, 

originally from Southern Russia, cross 

Euphrates. 

 

They are prevented by the Christian 

Crusades from defeating 

Constantinople. 

 

Seljuk Turkish Empire collapses. 

 

 

 

AD 1200 

 

 

AD 1304 

 

Genghis Khan, leading the Moguls, 

attacks Constantinople, but is 

unsuccessful. 

 

 

 

 

AD 1369 

 

 

 

 

AD 1405 

 

 

Mogul Empire is revived under 

Tamerlane. 

 

Moguls invade Syria and remove 

Ottoman blockade of Constantinople. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AD 1453 

    (29
th

 May) 

 

The Ottomans re-establish their 

empire within the Eastern Roman 

Empire. 

 

The Ottomans led by Muhammad II, 

besiege Constantinople. 

 

Constantinople falls, and the Eastern 

Roman Empire is eclipsed. 

 

 

 

 

In a remarkable fulfilment of the Revelation prophecy, the total period from the 

Seljuk Turks crossing Euphrates to the fall of Constantinople is exactly 391 years and 

one month (29
th

 April 1062 to 29
th

 May 1453). 

 

Other details in the prophecy are also confirmed by history.  Revelation 9:15 and 18 

indicate that these judgements would slay “the third part of men”, ie the Eastern third 

of the Roman Empire, as distinct from the Western and Middle thirds.  Also, it is 

independently estimated that 200 million horsemen were used during this entire 

period, equating to the “two hundred thousand thousand” of Revelation 9:16. 
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6
th

 Trumpet – The Fall of Constantinople 
 

The city of Constantinople was believed to be 

impregnable.  The Emperor of the Byzantine Empire, 

Constantine IX (pictured right) therefore refused all 

invitations to surrender, shutting the city gates and 

fortifying the walls.  The siege by the Ottomans lasted for 

53 days before the wall was finally breached, and myriads 

of Turks swarmed into the city.  Constantine IX himself 

was killed in the final battle. 

 

Instrumental in the overthrow of Constantinople was the 

use of cannon.  The Ottomans manufactured a giant machine, capable of hurling a 

600lb (273kg) stone further than one mile.  The cannon had to be hauled on 30 

wagons, drawn by 60 oxen, with 400 men to support and steady the weight.  With the 

support of over 100 other cannons, this super-cannon was placed on a raft and sailed 

out into the Bosphorus waterway, and from that vantage point the double wall of 

Constantinople was breached.  This development can also be seen symbolised in 

Revelation 9: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• the cannon were mobile, like a “horse”. 

• the visible power of the cannon was at the mouth of the barrel, from where the 

cannon ball appeared, accompanied by a lion-like roar. 

• The hidden power to propel the cannonball was in the tail end, or breech. The 

cannon was anchored at its tail, to provide the maximum propulsion to the ball, 

just like a serpent coiling itself and then using its tail as leverage to strike its 

deadly blow. 

• “fire and smoke and brimstone” may relate to the three components of gunpowder 

– charcoal, saltpetre (potassium nitrate) and sulphur. 

 

 

From our study so far, it is apparent that the book of Revelation is a most impressive 

and intricate example of Bible prophecy.  This fact will be reinforced in the next 

section, which will examine the latter half of the book, from chapter 11 through to 

chapter 22. 

[17]  And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who sat on them had 

breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of 

the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire, 

smoke, and brimstone. 

[18]  By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire and the 

smoke and the brimstone which came out of their mouths.  

[19]  For their power is in their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like 

serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm.  


