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In this section we will consider… 
  

 

 

 

 

1.  Brief Summary of subjects of chapters 11 to 22 

 

2.  A more detailed look at part of Chapter 12 

 

3. Identifying the Beasts of Revelation 
 

4.  A Modern Revival of an Old Beast 
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The Book of Revelation 
The previous section showed that the Book of Revelation was a book composed 

largely of signs and symbols which portray  events which were to occur after the days 

of the apostle John to whom they were given. 

 

It is a quite extraordinary prophecy which is hard to understand unless the rest of the 

scriptures are also understood first.  It tells the story of a conflict between two cities, 

Rome, termed Babylon the Great, and Zion.  Each of these cities represent 

communities: the first, the Roman power, initially pagan and then Catholic and the 

second, the servants of God.  The Roman power has always sought to exterminate the 

true servants of God and has a history of persecution.  The persecutions are terrible 

but are limited by God, both in extent and in duration.  Eventually,  Babylon the Great 

herself falls to allow the kingdom of God to be established on the earth.  The book 

ends with a beautiful representation of the glorified community of God occupying the 

earth and ruling it in righteousness with Christ. 

 

There is an enormous amount of detail in the prophecies and it would take many talks 

to do them all justice.  The prophecies  are not all in chronological order.  We will 

briefly summarise the subject matter of chapters 11 through to 22 and then look in 

detail at one section, chapter 12. 

 

1. Brief Summary of subjects of chapters 11 to 22 
 

Chapter 11 

This chapter relates the persecution of the “true witnesses” by the catholic power but 

sets a time limit to it (1260 days representing 1260 years).  The near (political) death 

of the witnesses is recounted and their rise under the French Revolution (a great 

earthquake).  The end of the chapter gives a glimpse into the future kingdom of God 

on the earth, when the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our lord and 

of his Christ. 

 

Chapter 12 

This describes a “war in heaven” and shows how, over a period of about three 

hundred years, the persecution of the Christians by pagan Rome gave way to the birth 

of a new power – the Christian Catholic Roman power which took over the role of 

persecuting the true believers.  We will look at this chapter in a little more detail later. 

 

Chapter 13 

This describes three powers and some of their activities:  the Sea beast, the Beast of 

the Earth and the Image of the Beast.  These beasts represent various stages in the 

Roman power during the 1260 years of its supremacy.  The sea beast speaks of the 

western Catholic power, the Beast of the Earth represents the Holy Roman Empire 

which saw the Catholic Church exercise its maximum influence on the politics of 

Europe, and the Image of the Beast represents the Papal states in Italy. 

 

Chapter 14 

This chapter speaks of the events following the return of Christ.  The Gospel is to be 

re-preached to the inhabitants of the earth to encourage them to submit to the rulership 

of Christ.  The fall of the city, Babylon the Great is announced and the conflicts 
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necessary to the establishment of the kingdom of God are described, when the earth 

will be “reaped”. 

 

Chapter 15 

This deals with further events following Christ’s return, including the song sung by 

those redeemed from the earth who will be with him in that age.  It also deals with the 

pouring out of plagues on the institutions of men in order for this future age to be 

instituted. 

 

Chapter 16 

The details of the last seven plagues referred to in the previous chapter are described 

as the pouring out of seven “bowls” of judgement.  There is a parallel between these 

bowls and the trumpets spoken of in chapter 8, insofar as they affect the “earth”, 

“sea”, “rivers and fountains”, “sun” and “the great river Euphrates”.  They speak of 

the pouring out of the judgements via the French Revolution, the rise of Napoleon 

through to the supremacy of the British fleet in the “seas” if the earth to finally the 

return of Christ in the period of the 6
th

 bowl and destruction of Babylon the Great 

under the 7
th

. 

 

Chapter 17 

The Roman Catholic apostasy is described in this chapter as a “Mystery, Babylon the 

Great, the mother of harlots and the abominations of the earth”.  The length of time of 

her supremacy is spoken of and the time when it will come to an end. 

 

Chapter 18 

This describes in some detail the fall of that great city, Babylon the Great.  It speaks 

of the demise of a power which for so long has deceived and bewitched the 

inhabitants of the earth. 

 

Chapter 19 

This chapter speaks of the rejoicing which will results from the events of the 18
th

 

chapter and speaks of the marriage supper of the lamb when the faithful will be 

working  with Christ in the earth. 

 

Chapter 20 

This deals with the binding of Satan for 1000 years or the restraining of the sin-

powers for his period but also of the lifting of these restraints at the end of the 

thousand years resulting in a rebellion against Christ which is finally crushed by the 

power of God. 

 

Chapter 21 

This describes the New Jerusalem, a symbolic city, representing the glorified 

community of Christ and his companions for whom death is a thing of the past along 

with sorrow and pain.   

 

Chapter 22 

Describes something of the future age and beyond the final rebellion mentioned in 

chapter 20 when the curse (introduced in Genesis 3) will be removed completely from 

the earth.  This final chapter gives prospect of great reward for those who “keep the 

sayings of the book” – i.e. the commandments of God and conversely punishments for 
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those who remove from or add to the words of the book.  There is reassurance that 

Christ “comes quickly”, or suddenly to bring these things to a reality. 

 

2. A more detailed look at part of Chapter 12  
 

This chapter begins with a vivid picture:  a great 

wonder in heaven – a woman clothed with the sun, 

the moon at her feet with a crown of twelve stars on 

her head.  She was pregnant but something was to 

happen before her child was born. 

 

In Section 8 we considered how the purity of the 

Truth preached by Jesus and the apostles was quickly 

lost. The body which held these impure views is here 

represented by this woman who, by virtue of 

increasing political influence was about to make an 

appearance in the political heavens of the day. 

 

We saw in Section 8 that the rise of the political 

power of Christianity was to be resisted.  The 

resistance was provided by the pagan Roman power 

under emperors such as Diocletian who bitterly 

persecuted the Christians.  However this resistance 

was eventually to give way, so that the woman would 

reach her goal of political influence and power over 

the twelve stars of the Pagan Roman system.  This 

accounts for the crown on her head.  The crown in the Greek is stephanos (not 

diadem) the latter being inherited and the former being granted to victors, as in the 

games.  Her crown was not to be inherited but gained by conquest.  

 

However, before she could “bring forth her son” there was to be violent resistance.  

This was provided  in the form of “another wonder in heaven”.  This was a great red 

dragon having ten horns and seven crowned heads.  Here we have a representation of 

the Roman power in its pagan phase. 

 

The seven heads of the dragon 
In Rev 17v9 we learn that “the seven heads are seven mountains.  The city of Rome is 

also known as “the seven hilled city”.  The hills which surround it are: 

1. Mount Coelius 

2. Mount Viminal 

3. Mount Aventine 

4. Mount Esquiline 

5. Mount Quirinal 

6. Mount Capitoline 

7. Mount Palatine 

 

The Roman system has also existed under seven distinct forms of government and 

these correspond to the crowned heads.  These are: 

 

 

¶ And there appeared a 

great wonder in heaven; 

a woman clothed with the 

sun, and the moon under 

her feet, and upon her 

head a crown of twelve 

stars: 

2  And she being with 

child cried, travailing in 

birth, and pained to be 

delivered. 

3  And there appeared 

another wonder in 

heaven; and behold a 

great red dragon, having 

seven heads and ten 

horns, and seven crowns 

upon his heads. 

……… 
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1. The regal system which continued 240 years 

2. The consular system which continued 11 years 

3. The dictatorial system which continued 5 years 

4. The decemviral system 

5. The tribunitial system with consular authority 

6. The imperial system, BC 31.  John the apostle and Tacitus, the historian 

lived under thus had which continued in Rome for 507 years 

7. The Gothic system, AD476 when the Roman empire was ruled by 

Theodoric “king of the Goths and the Romans” and his successors, but 

only for a short time (60 years) before the imperial form of government 

was restored. 

 

It is evident that the apostle John lived during the sixth head because in Rev 17 we 

read: 

 

 

 

Since five were fallen and one was to come, he evidently lived and was writing at the 

time of the sixth head. 

 

Whereas the heads represented the forms of the empire through time, the horns were 

representative of the geographical division of the empire into various regions. 

 

Historical development of the prophecy 
 

Here is reference to the tail of the dragon, since it 

was in its last throes of power and influence.  It was 

then divided into three parts, East, West and Illiricum 

as shown on the map below. 

 

The man-child that the woman was about to bring to 

political birth was Constantine, who was proclaimed 

as the first Christian emperor in AD312, though he 

himself remained a worshipper of the Sun until very 

near his death.  He did, however, champion the cause 

of Christians and resisted the persecutions ordered by 

his pagan forebears.  

And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven 

mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 

And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet 

come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 

(Rev 17v9-10) 

……And his tail drew the 

third part of the stars of 

heaven, and did cast them 

to the earth: and the 

dragon stood before the 

woman which was ready 

to be delivered, for to 

devour her child as soon 

as it was born. 
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The rise of Constantine 
In AD 308, the Roman empire was led by six emperors, two senior Caesars (Augusti) 

and four Caesars of lesser rank.   

 

In the west 
  

 

Maximian (Augustus).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxentius (son of Maximian) 

 

 

 

     Constantius Chlorus 
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And in the east: 

 

 

 

Galerius (Augustus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Licinius 

 

 

 

                                                                 Maximin 

 
 

 

 

Constantius Chlorus had a son, Constantine, and at this time he was a soldier in the 

Roman army operating in the Eastern part of the empire under Galerius and Licinius.  

He was not yet politically “born”.  However he was distinguishing himself as a fine 

soldier and commending himself to all about him particularly his troops who agreed 

that he deserved the position of a Caesar. 

Constantine’s flight from Galerius 
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Galerius waits to “devour” Constantine 
Galerius recognised his talents and perceived him as 

a threat.  He watched carefully how he might destroy 

him, but his father urgently requested his presence in 

the west, and Constantine, in the nick of time, set off 

from Nicomedia to meet his father in Boulogne.  

Constantine, very aware of the threat from Galerius, 

left by night and travelled through Bythinia, Thrace, 

Dacia. Pannonia, Italy and Gaul.  He had escaped the 

clutches of Galerius who  had ”stood before the 

woman… for to devour her child as soon as he was 

born”. 

Constantine 
 

Constantine’s father dies and Constantine is made a Caesar in the west 
In the west, Constantine’s reputation improved further 

and upon the death of his father in York in AD306, 

shortly after Constantine had arrived, his troops wished 

to proclaim him as Augustus in the place of his father.  

At first Constantine made a pretence of resistance, but 

then agreed and sent a letter to Galerius telling him of 

his father’s death and of his own intention as natural 

inheritor of his father’s position.  Galerius was so 

angry that he initially threatened to kill the messenger, 

but he was eventually compelled to accept 

Constantine’s influence, though he demoted him to a 

Caesar of the fourth rank!  Constantine was getting 

closer to his political birth! 

 

 

Another event in AD306:  Maximian withdrew from power for a time and appointed 

his son Maxentius in his place. Later, in AD310, Maximian and Maxentius fell out 

and Maximian returned to Rome to retake his power.  He then became very distrustful 

of Constantine and came against him but was defeated by Constantine and in the 

process died. 

 

A year later, AD311, Galerius also died, so the two elder Augusti were now out of the 

picture.  Maxentius resumed his role and reigned in Rome and insisted that he alone 

was emperor in the west.   

 

Constantine’s attitude to the Christians 
In the mean time in Gaul and Britain, Constantine had been showing favour to the 

Christians, by removing the decrees of persecution imposed by his predecessors and 

granting freedom of worship to those who had been members of Christian churches.  

This had a remarkable effect on the attitude of the troops to Constantine.  Many of 

them consecrated their swords to the service of Christ.  He became the protector of the 

Catholic Church, whether in Gaul or in Rome, and this greatly strengthened the 

loyalty shown to him not only in his own region but that also of his rival, Maxentius.   

 

5  And she brought forth 

a man child, who was to 

rule all nations with a rod 

of iron: and her child was 

caught up unto God, and 

to his throne. 

6  And the woman fled 

into the wilderness, where 

she hath a place prepared 

of God, that they should 

feed her there a thousand 

two hundred and 

threescore days. 
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Battles against Maxentius 
His “birth” was imminent, but it would, like all births, be accompanied by pain.  This 

was to be the pain of war.  Maxentius, claiming to be sole emperor, was increasing his 

threats to invade Constantine’s territory in the extreme west and Constantine 

determined on a pre-emptive strike.   Constantine set himself at the head of his army 

of about 40,000 soldiers and entered northern Italy even before news had reached 

Maxentius that he had left the shores of the Rhine.   

 
 

He came down against the towns in northern Italy and Maxentius was unable to resist 

him even with 120,000 infantry and 18,000 cavalry.  He took Milan and Turin and the 

other towns in the Po valley.  The way was clear to go straight down to Rome. 

However, for tactical reasons he did not do this. He took his troops across to Verona.  

Here he effected another victory over the troops of Maxentius. 

 

The Battle of Milvian Bridge 
Maxentius mustered his troops again and Constantine now advanced 

southwards towards Rome.  He stopped about 9 miles north of the city. 

 

  The night before this battle with Maxentius, Constantine was reported 

to have had a dream in which he was instructed to inscribe the shields 

of all his soldiers with the symbol of Christ.  This may be a false 

account, but it illustrates that he was now very much identified with the 

Christian cause.  It was also said that it was on this occasion that 

Constantine himself became a believer in Christ. 

 

The battle which was to follow became known as the battle of Milvian 
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bridge which is one of the bridges over the River Tyber. 

 

Constantine led the troops himself and caused great confusion among the troops of 

Maxentius who had himself been forced to lead his own men.  Many of them were 

driven back into the rapid waters of the Tyber.  Maxentius himself, being driven by 

the crowd into the river was immediately pulled down by the weight of his armour 

and drowned.  This put to an end the claims of Maxentius and Constantine was 

welcomed by his people as a saviour. 

 

The historian Gibbon proclaimed  “the victorious Constantine thus achieved by his 

valour and ability the most splendid enterprise of his life”. 

 

The man-child born 
This “most splendid enterprise” was actually his political birth into the heavens of the 

Roman empire.  The man child had been born and was caught up unto God and his 

throne, for all things are ordained of him.  He was now in a position of great political 

power and was there as a (nominal) believer in Christ.  However, he was not yet in a 

position to “rule all nations with a rod of iron”, for he shared the heavens with two 

others:  Licinius and Maximin, both of whom were anti-Christian.  Thus he was born 

but not yet grown to manhood.  It was to be another twelve years before he was to 

attain to sole rulership of the empire, during which time there would be “war in 

heaven” – that is, conflict between the occupants of the Roman heaven. 

 

War in heaven 
Constantine was recognised as the chief Augustus and he commanded Licinius and 

Maximin to cease their persecution of Christians. This they were compelled to do but 

against their will.  There was an agreement reached in AD313, known as the Edict of 

Milan in which Licinius agreed to give Christians freedom of worship, but he was to 

renage on this agreement and resume his former perscutions.  The Edict of Milan 

stated that men should be free to worship in whatever way they pleased and which 

best suited their needs.  Any lands that had been confiscated from Christians during 

the pagan persecutions were to be returned.  All these benefits was ascribed by the 

Christians to Constantine, their great hero. 

 

The removal of Maximin 
 While the Edict of Milan was being agreed between 

Constantine and Licinius, Maximin had treacherously 

invaded Licinius’ territory,  but on the latter’s return 

Maximin was severely defeated and a few months later 

died. Maximin had been a rabid hater of the Christians 

and so this removed yet another source of persecution 

for the apostate church of Christ. 

 

 This just left two occupants of the Roman Heaven; 

Constantine in the west and Licinius in the east.  

 

 However, the prophecy states that there should be found “no place” in the Roman 

heaven for the great red dragon, or pagan Roman power, which Licinius still 

represented.  He had to be removed to leave Constantine the “Christian” in sole 

command. 

7  And there was war in 

heaven: Michael and his 

angels fought against the 

dragon; and the dragon 

fought and his angels, 

8  And prevailed not; 

neither was their place 

found any more in 

heaven. 
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Constantine – a type of Christ 
In the prophecy, Constantine is described as “Michael” and Licinius as the “dragon”.  

Michael literally means “who like God”.  Constantine was acting to fulfil the purpose 

of God, though not a Godly man himself.  In the past, Nebuchadnezzar, king of 

Babylon had been described as God’s servant, though he was a worshipper of 

Babylonian Gods.  Constantine was an instrument in God’s hands.  He was also 

typifying what the Son the God would do in the future;  namely the removal of the 

kingdoms of men and their replacement with the kingdom of his father.  Constantine 

was thus a type of Christ.  Cyrus, the king of Persia had similarly acted as a type of 

Christ in his work of restoring the Jews after the Babylonian oppression. 

 

The outcome of this “war in heaven” was to be the final ejection from power of the 

pagan Romans. 

 

 
 

The final ejection of the dragon power 
Between AD313 and AD 323 there were various skirmishes and truces between 

Constantine and Licinius but, as AD324 approached, the final “war in heaven”  was to 

occur. It was in two phases.  The first phase reduced the dominion of Licinius from 

two thirds of the empire to one third.  This was the tail or dying throes of the pagan 

power.  It took place in Pannonia (near the top of the map above) and Constantine 

came against Licinius with 20,000 foot soldiers whereas Licinius had assembled 

35,000.  Licinius was defeated with the loss of 20,00 men and he retreated to Thrace.   

 

Here he tried again against Constantine but was once again defeated and many of his 

veteran soldiers killed.  He was desperate and sued for peace, but he had lost the one 

third of the empire, so that Pannonia, Dalmatia, Dacia, Macedonia and Greece were 

annexed to the western empire.  Licinius retained Thrace, Asia Minor (Turkey), Syria 
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and Egypt.  This was the end of this particular “war in heaven” but it had not removed 

the pagan power completely from the heaven.  Another war was required.   

 

Licinius finally defeated 
Licinius had retreated to Hadrianopolis (see map) near the Bosphorus.  The forces 

assembled by him were: 

 

150,000 infantry in the plains of Hadrianopolis 

15,000 cavalry 

350 galleys with oars in the Straits of the Hellespont. 

 

Constantine’s forces were: 

120,000 cavalry and infantry combined 

200 small vessels. 

 

The battle was a difficult one for both sides, since the advances were hindered by the 

River Hebrus, but eventually, Constantine crossed the river with a few of his men and, 

combined with archers operating from behind him, forced Licinius to lose the 

advantage of his position.  His army was put to flight and he retreated to Byzantium 

on the Bosphorus.  Constantine set about besieging this while his son, Crispus, had 

the job of opening the straits of Hellespont which he did and then engaged Licinius’ 

fleet and defeated it.  Licinius, realising that he could not hold on to Byzantium with 

the Hellespont open, crossed over into Asia Minor and there assembled yet another 

army of 65,000 or so.  However, Constantine finally crossed the Dardanelles into Asia 

Minor and defeated Licinius yet again.  Licinius then retreated to Nicomedia and sued 

for peace.  He was forced to resign his imperial role and was exiled to Thessalonica 

where he was soon to die at the hands of the executioner. 

 

 

Thus the pagan power having fought, finally 

“prevailed not” and “no place was found any more in 

heaven”.  So also were his angels or agents who all 

lost their positions of power and influence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9  And the great dragon 

was cast out, that old 

serpent, called the Devil, 

and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole 

world: he was cast out 

into the earth, and his 

angels were cast out with 

him. 
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The proclamation of the kingdom of God 
The effect of the complete “Christianisation” of the Roman empire was quite 

remarkable and the historian Eusebius (a friend of Constantine) was moved to exclaim 

the words quoted in Section 8  page 112. 

 

Little did Eusebius realise it but he was fulfilling the 

prophetic words in the next verse of Rev 12v10: 

 

 

The people thought that the kingdom of Christ had 

really come.  What had really come was the rise to 

power of the man-child of an apostate church which 

was now a political force to be reckoned with in the earth.  It was to employ this 

political power to great effect in the persecution of all those who questioned the 

absolute authority of the Catholic Church. 

 

Even as soon as Constantine was born and not yet grown, he instigated a persecution 

of Donatists in North Africa.  These were Christians who endeavoured to retain the 

teaching of the apostles and resist the slide into impurity which we considered in 

Section 8.  Thus all the people who resisted the Catholics now were forced to flee thus 

fulfilling the words of Revelation 12v6. 

 

This political wilderness was the region 

of North Africa where some respite was 

found from the authoritarian arm of 

Constantine’s new “Christian” empire. 

 

 

 

As we mentioned, Constantine was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The kingdom he 

gave rise to was not as Eusebius proclaimed the real kingdom of God.  However, the 

anti-typical Constantine is to come to the earth and defeat the enemies of God and 

establish the true kingdom of God which will give rise to the descriptions of chapters 

21 and 22 of Revelation which sadly we have no time now to consider. 

The event surpassed all words.  Soldiers with 

naked swords kept watch round the palace gate.  

But the men of God passed through the midst of 

them without fear, and entered into the heart of the 

palace.  And they sat down, some at the emperor’s 

table, the rest on tables on either side of his.  It 

looked like the very image of the kingdom of 

Christ; and was altogether more like a dream than 

a reality.  (Eusebius) 

 

10  And I heard a loud 

voice saying in heaven, 

Now is come salvation, 

and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and 

the power of his Christ: 

for the accuser of our 

brethren is cast down, 

which accused them 

before our God day and 

6  And the woman fled into the 

wilderness, where she hath a place 

prepared of God, that they should feed 

her there a thousand two hundred and 

threescore days. 
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3.  Identifying the Beasts of Revelation 
 

The Book of Revelation uses symbolism in a similar way to political cartoons to 

portray nations, political movements or leaders.  In chapters 12, 13 and 17 of 

Revelation a number of strange creatures are seen by John. They have a range of 

peculiar features which enable us to identify what is being prophesied.  While not 

pretending to examine them in detail, the picture and table below attempts to 

summarise the significant features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Artwork courtesy of Pat Marvenko-Smith www.revelationillustrated.com) 
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A Tabular Summary of the Characteristics of the Beasts 

 

Chapter Beast Features Outline Interpretation 
12:3 A Great Red Dragon  

7 heads with 7 crowns 

 

 

10 horns 

Pagan Roman Empire 
In Rev 17:9 the 7 heads are identified as the 7 hills upon 

which Rome is built.  They are also the 7 kings, or forms of 

government applied in Rome (see pages 4 and 5 for details). 

10 horns – representing the geographical regions covered by 

the empire 

13:1-3 The Beast of the Sea  

7 heads (1 head wounded but revived) 

10 horns with 10 crowns 

 

 

 

Received his power from the Dragon 

Christian Western Roman Empire 
7 heads identifies this as a Rome based entity. 

10 horns - as the Western part of the Roman empire suffered 

repeated invasions by barbarian forces it began to break up.  

This break up in the rulership is portrayed by the crowns now 

resting individually on the 10 horns, or geographical regions.   

This beast receives its power from the dragon because the 

remaining Eastern part of the Roman Empire helped to end a 

brief period of Gothic rule and restore imperial rule (also 

portrayed as one of the heads being wounded and healed). 

13:11-12 The Beast of the Earth  

Two horns like a lamb 

Spoke like a dragon 

Commanded people to make an image 

of the Beast of the Sea 

Gave this image a life of its own 

The Holy Roman Empire 
Two horns – this entity saw a unique form of joint rulership 

between the Holy Roman Emperor and the Pope. 

The Holy Roman Emperor granted territory to be governed by 

the Pope. 

This new kingdom became a very powerful political entity in 

its own right. 

13:15-18 The Image of the Beast of the Sea  

Receives life from the Beast of the Earth 

Caused all to receive a mark before they 

are allowed to buy or sell 

The Papal Territories 
The new political entity created by the Emperor. 

Papal laws forced all within their authority to be Catholics 

before they could participate in any trade or governing 

institution. 
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4.  A Modern Revival of an Old Beast 

 
The final aspect of Revelation that we will consider is the picture given in Chapter 17.  

As the visions have unfolded before John and we are able to look back over the 

phases of history and see their fulfilment. Chapter 17 describes a situation that will 

arise just before the final stages of God’s purpose. 

 

The picture below is a representation of what John saw, from which we are able to 

identify a few features which point to modern developments in the politics of Europe. 

 

A new beast is shown here, which 

has some features remarkably 

similar to the beasts in chapter 13.  

It has 7 heads and 10 horns for 

example.  But it is described in 

Rev 17:8 as a beast which was, is 

not, but shall ascend out of the 

bottomless pit.  So, we are being 

shown a revival of something that 

existed in the past, something 

which, because of its features, will 

resemble the Roman Empire of 

old. 

 

This Roman connection is further 

confirmed by the interpretation 

given in v9 that the 7 heads are the 

7 hills of Rome (v9). 

 

A further point of interest is that 

the 10 horns have no crowns this 

time, but they are giving their 

power to the beast.  These 10 horns 

previously represented the 

geographical regions in the 

Western Roman Empire – now the 

modern nations of Europe.   

 

Just as described in this vision we are nowing seeing in Europe a process of individual 

nation states gradually giving power to a higher political force – the European Union.  

Supporters of the EU make no secret of the fact that they are seeking to recreate 

something resembling the unity of the old Roman system.  With the ratification of the 

Lisbon Treaty in 2009, creating a European President and Foreign Minister, we are 

seeing before our eyes the first steps towards fulfilment of this vision. 


