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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 

 

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+
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2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 
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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 

 

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+
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2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 
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Section Six 

 

The Armageddon Prophecy 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Structure of the Prophecy of Revelation 

  

2. Context of the Armageddon reference 

 

3. The Meaning of Armageddon 

 

4. The Battle 

a. Babylon the Great 

b. Phases of Armageddon 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 
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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 

 

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+
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2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 
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Section Six 

 

The Armageddon Prophecy 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Structure of the Prophecy of Revelation 

  

2. Context of the Armageddon reference 

 

3. The Meaning of Armageddon 

 

4. The Battle 

a. Babylon the Great 

b. Phases of Armageddon 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 
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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 
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2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 

 

References 

The Two Babylons 

By the Rev. Alexander Hislop 

Publ. by S W Partridge & Co (A & C Black Ltd). 1976. 

 



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B L E  P R O P H E C Y 

Section Six – Armageddon  www.OpenBibleLearning.com 1

 

 

 

 

Section Six 

 

The Armageddon Prophecy 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Structure of the Prophecy of Revelation 

  

2. Context of the Armageddon reference 

 

3. The Meaning of Armageddon 

 

4. The Battle 

a. Babylon the Great 

b. Phases of Armageddon 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 
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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 
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2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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Pope 

infallible

Persecution 

of Saints

The New 
Heavens 
established

Error 
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“Her sins have reached unto (the) heaven”
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 
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Section Six 

 

The Armageddon Prophecy 

 

 

In this section we will consider… 
 

 

   
1. Structure of the Prophecy of Revelation 

  

2. Context of the Armageddon reference 

 

3. The Meaning of Armageddon 

 

4. The Battle 

a. Babylon the Great 

b. Phases of Armageddon 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 
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Introduction 
Armageddon is mentioned only once in the Bible.  It is in Revelation 16:16 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

In order to understand the meaning of this passage we need to look at its context. 

 

We are adopting during this course the so-called “continuous historic” interpretation 

in which we see prophecy relating to a series of events involving the servants of God, 

starting from the time of the apostles and culminating with the return of Christ and the 

establishment of his kingdom on the earth. You will have noticed how remarkably 

some of the events of history of the last 2000 years have been depicted by the symbols 

in this book. 

 

We now come to events quite close to our own days and extending beyond them into 

the future! 

 

1. Structure of the prophecy of Revelation 
The prophecy has a telescopic character illustrated below.  There are seven seals with 

the seventh opening out into seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet expanding into 

seven vials (or bowls) the seventh of which expands into seven thunders.  We have 

considered a few of these parts of the prophecy in previous lectures. 

 

Much of it deals with the conflict between the true believers of Christ’s teachings and 

the power of Rome, at first pagan and then its corrupted Christian form instigated by 

Constantine. 

 

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+

Seven Seals

Seven Trumpets
4 Winds

Seven Vials

Seven Thunders

3 Woes+

 



A  G U I D E  T O  B I B L E  P R O P H E C Y 

Section Six – Armageddon  www.OpenBibleLearning.com 3

2. Context of the Armageddon reference 
Revelation 16 addresses the events of the sixth bowl and beyond into the seventh.  

  

Revelation 16:12 

(12)  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its 

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

 

What does this great river Euphrates represent?  It has long been associated with the 

Turkish power, which originated in the Euphrates valley. 

 

 
 

The power of the Ottoman empire rose to a peak in the late 17
th

 century, but during 

the 19
th

 century was progressively eroded.  During this time when her power and 

influence was being “dried up” Turkey was known as the “sick man of Europe”. 

The final  stage of the drying up was achieved when the British army under General 

Allenby drove the Turks out of Palestine in 1918. 

 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

The greatest extent of the Turkish

Empire - from 1672 to 1699 

Turkey todayTurkey today
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The Turkish power had to be dried up to make way for the “Kings of the East” or 

more literally “kings of the sun’s risings”.  This is probably a reference to Jesus and 

his followers.  Jesus was referred to prophetically by the prophet Malachi as the “Sun 

of Righteousness” who would “rise with healing in his wings” 

 

Malachi 4:2 

(2)  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 

in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 

This healing is a reference to Christ’s power to raise his followers from the dead. 

 

Thus the drying up of the Turkish power was a necessary preparation for the return of 

Christ and his resurrected followers.  There was also another preparation required. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
(13)  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 

out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

(14)  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the 

earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

It is very interesting to try to identify these frog-like spirits that have the effect of 

gathering the leaders of the world together. 

 

Expositors of the Book of Revelation have identified them as associated with France.  

There is plenty of historical evidence for this.  Frogs have long been symbols of the 

French royalty.   

 

This is illustrated below by the symbols on the armour of Clovis, King of France and 

a coat of arms with the inscription shown below. 

 

This is the olde armys of FranceThis is the olde armys of France
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It is even believed that the modern Fleur-de-Lys 

has evolved from the frog symbol as illustrated 

here. 

 

 

 

 

But what are the spirits?  If we look for the most influential ideas to emerge from 

France in the last two hundred years it is undoubtedly the spirit of free thought 

stemming from the French Revolution of 1789 - 1793.  The ideas are summed up in 

the well-known attributes of “Liberty, Fraternity and Equality”.  These ideas have 

become the driving force of democracy leading to political upheavals and the 

development of “people power” throughout the world.  This democratic movement 

has prepared the world for the confrontation mentioned in verse 14 of Revelation 16. 

 

God issues the warning announcement: 

 

Revelation 16:15-16 

(15)  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." 

(16)  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

 

 

Perhaps we can illustrate 

this turn of events in the 

picture.  The frog-like 

spirits are seen to emanate 

from the mouth of the 

dragon (eastern Rome), 

beast (western Rome) and 

the false prophet (Roman 

apostasy). 

 

Christ is depicted as 

coming like a thief and a 

warning issued to keep 

garments clean – i.e. keep 

the commands of Christ. 

The scene is then set for Armageddon. 

 

3. Meaning of Armageddon 
The etymology of the name is quite obscure and there have been different ideas about 

it. However the most consistent idea is that it is based on Hebrew words: 

 

“Arma” meaning “a heap of sheaves” 

“Ge” meaning  “valley” 

“Don” meaning “judgment” 

 

The full meaning of Armageddon would then be: 

 

“A heap of sheaves in a valley for judgment” 

Evolution of the Fleur-de-LysEvolution of the Fleur-de-Lys
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This ties in well with another valley mentioned in scripture:  “the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat” 

 

Joel 3:2 
I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and 

I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, my heritage 

Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My 

land……. 

 

 Joel 3:12-14 
(12)  "Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 

(13)  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is 

full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great." 

(14)  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 

in the valley of decision. 

 

Jehoshaphat means 

“Yahweh’s judgment” so 

there is clearly a 

connection with the 

Armageddon of 

Revelation.  

It is difficult to identify a 

physical location for 

either Armageddon or the 

valley of Jehoshaphat. 

It is easier to think of 

these as situations not 

places.  There was a king 

of Judah, Jehoshaphat, 

who was under attack 

from the south and who 

was told to go down to a 

brook (valley) against his enemies but that he would not need to fight because the 

battle was God’s.  The record is in 2Chronicles 20:15-16. 

 

 (15)  And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 

you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: 'Do not be afraid nor 

dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

(16)  Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, 

and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 

 

The effect God had on the situation was that their enemies destroyed each other! 

 

 (23)  For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount 

Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the 

inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

 

The same will be true of this future “battle of the great day of God Almighty”. 

for judgmentfor judgment
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4. The Battle 
 

Revelation 16:17-19 
(17)  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came 

out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 

(18)  And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great 

earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men 

were on the earth. 

(19)  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. 

And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of 

the fierceness of His wrath. 

 

At this point in time the seventh bowl is poured out and therefore comes into 

operation.  It produces “thunderings and lightnings” and a great earthquake which 

causes nations to fall and in particular a city: “Babylon the Great”.  These atmospheric 

phenomena are not to be taken literally but in a political sense.  Political earthquakes 

overthrow existing regimes so that in their ruins another may take their place. The 

regimes that are to be overthrown are those of man himself otherwise known as “the 

kingdoms of this world”  

 

Revelation 11:15 
(15)  Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

"The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 

Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 

 

This battle is an essential precursor of the establishment of the kingdom of God on the 

earth.   

 

4.a. Babylon the Great 
This is the name of the city that is to be the particular object of judgment.  It is 

another name for Rome: not just the simple city of Rome but the whole institution of 

Rome and particularly the ecclesiastical one.  It is called Babylon the Great because of 

the similarity of the religious beliefs to Babylon of old.  This similarity is expounded 

very thoroughly by Alexander Hislop who wrote a book entitled: 

 

“The two Babylons or, The papal worship proved to be the worship of 

Nimrod and his wife”  
 

Nimrod was the founder of ancient Babylon.  There is much in this 

book to show the intimate connection between the Babylonian and the 

Papal systems of worship. 

Even the cross, thought by many to be a 

Christian symbol, is shown to be the sign 

of the false Babylonian Messiah, Tammuz 

(pictured left), who can be linked with 

Nimrod. 

The word translated “cross” in the 

scriptures is “stauros” which means a 

stake, not a cross. 

Constantine, who greatly promoted the 

corrupted form of Christianity was also a 
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sun worshipper.  This was the symbol he claimed to see before he fought the Battle of 

Milvian Bridge.  It was actually a symbol of the sun God. 

 

In the Babylonish system, a child is worshipped as God and is eclipsed in glory by his 

mother, Semiramis, who becomes the Goddess mother.  This is very like the worship 

of Mary. 
 

Thus Babylon the great represents the Papal system which has exercised so much 

influence in the world over the centuries and has been responsible for so much 

persecution of men and women who have refused to accept her authority. 

 

In the 17
th

 chapter of Revelation she is depicted as a 

whore riding a scarlet coloured beast. 

Revelation 17:4-6 

(4)  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 

adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having 

in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 

filthiness of her fornication. 

(5)  And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

(6)  I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints 

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I 

saw her, I marvelled with great amazement. 

 

The harlotry is spiritual and relates to those doctrines and behaviours of the institution 

that are in opposition to God. 

 

The apostle Paul predicted the rise of this God-like power in the earth. 

 

2Thessalonians 2:3-8 

(3)  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the 

falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 

(4)  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 

so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 

(5)  Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

(6)  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

(7)  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 

do so until He is taken out of the way. 

(8)  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the 

breath of  

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

 

(i.e. in the Battle of Armageddon when the “kings of the sun’s risings” come) 

 

The power that was restraining the development of this “man of sin” was the pagan 

Roman power which at the time Paul wrote was resisting anything calling itself 

Christian.  The pagan power was “taken out of the way” when Constantine came to 

power and established his form of Christianity as the official belief system and 

initiated the persecution of all those who opposed his views.  This persecuted minority 
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were those who were holding to the original teachings of Christ and the apostles.  

Some of them were burned at the stake. 
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infallible
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of Saints

The New 
Heavens 
established
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The chart shows how this power has been developing over the centuries, starting with 

the early corruption of the teachings of the apostles growing to a great and formidable 

power in the earth and finally to its demise. 

 

The main outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is the removal of this great system so 

that God’s kingdom can be set up and the pure doctrines of God and his Son re-

established among the earth’s people. 

 

4.b. Phases of Armageddon 
However, there is more to this battle than the destruction of Babylon the Great!  The 

conflict is with all the nations who resist the purpose of God.  In the 14
th

 chapter of 

Revelation it can be seen that the sickle of judgment is thrust in twice so that the 

harvest of judgment is reaped in two stages.  There is a short intermission between 

these stages. 

 

Stage 1 

 

Revelation 14:14-16 

(14)  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 

of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

(15)  And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who 

sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to 

reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

(16)  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was 

reaped. 

 

Here is a preliminary reaping of the earth as a way of describing the judgments on the 

nations.  It will take place when the nation of Israel, who have returned to their land, 

will be attacked from the north.  This attack is described in two places of the Bible, 

Daniel 11:40-45 where the invader is called “the king of the North”, and in Ezekiel 38 

where he is called Gog, and comes from the north.  We will look at the Ezekiel 

account. 
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Ezekiel 38:2-21 
(2)  "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of 

Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 

against him, 

(3)  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against 

you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. 

… 

(5)  Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya are with them, …. 

(6)  Gomer and all its troops; the house of Togarmah from the 

far north and all its troops—many people are with you. 

… 

(8)  After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you 

will come into the land of those brought back from the sword 

and gathered from many people on the mountains of Israel, 

which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the 

nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 

(9)  You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like 

a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you." 

…. 

(15)  Then you will come from your place out of the far north, 

you and many peoples with you, …. 

 (16)  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to 

cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you 

against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am 

hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

… 

(18)  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog 

comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My 

fury will show in My face. 

(19)  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have 

spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in 

the land of Israel, 

(20)  so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 

beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, 

and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 

presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places 

shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.' 

(21)  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My 

mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be 

against his brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ezekiel here 

describes very 

graphically an 

invasion of Israel 

from the north 

when the Israelites 

were in a settled 

condition back in 

their land in the 

“latter days”. 

 

The invasion will 

be by a 

confederacy of 

nations with Gog 

as their leader. 

 

Gog is the prince 

of Rosh which is 

the ancient name 

for Russia. 

 

As happened in the 

valley of 

Jehoshaphat God 

will influence  

them so they will 

turn against each 

other! 

 

This represents the first phase of the Armageddon judgments. 
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Intermission 
 It is followed by a lull in operations during which time there will go forth a 

proclamation throughout the earth that the son of God has appeared with a call to 

honour and obey him.  This proclamation is as follows: 

 

Revelation 14:6-7 

(6)  Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

people— 

(7)  saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water." 

 

The next verse speaks about the fall of Babylon! 

 

Stage 2 

The record continues: 

 

Revelation 14:17-19 
(17)  Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 

sharp sickle. 

(18)  And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he 

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 

(19)  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 

and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 

This is a greater and more complete judgment.  It is against those who will not 

respond to the proclamation to “fear God and give glory to him”.  It is probably a 

collection of nations who are headed by the papacy who will claim that the newly 

arrived son of God is himself and impostor! 

 

As we have seen, the outcome is decisive and Babylon the great falls amid great 

lamentation. 

 

Revelation 18:16-20 

(16) ..  'Alas, alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 

(17)  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who 

travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 

(18)  and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What is like this 

great city?' 

(19)  "They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, 

'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her 

wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.' 

(20)  "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!" 
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This completes the second stage of the judgments so that the way is made for the 

following: 

 

2Peter 3:13 
(13)  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 

 

The “new heavens and new earth” are the new order of things to be established by 

Christ in the earth. 

 

 

5. Links with the Old Testament 

There are many references in the Old Testament to this final judgment and it is 

possible that we have a clue to the location of some of the conflict. 

 

 

Zecheriah 14:1-13 

(1)  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil 

will be divided in your midst. 

(2)  For I will gather all the nations to battle against 

Jerusalem; … 

(3)  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those 

nations, As He fights in the day of battle…..  

(4) And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 

Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount 

of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a 

very large valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward 

the north And half of it toward the south.  

(5) Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints 

with You. 

…… 

(12)  And this shall be the plague with which the LORD 

will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: 

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, And their tongues 

shall dissolve in their mouths. 

(13)  It shall come to pass in that day That a great panic 

from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize 

the hand of his neighbor, And raise his hand against his 

neighbor's hand; 

 

 

This is a very similar 

prophecy about 

judgments on nations 

who assemble in 

aggressive posture 

around Jerusalem. 

 

The language is similar 

to that in Revelation 16: 

 

• Gather all 

nations 

• To battle 

• In a valley 

• Severe 

judgments 
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Zechariah 12:3-11 

(3)  And it shall happen in that day that I will make 

Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in 

pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered 

against it. 
…. 

(7)  "The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, …. 

(8)  In that day the LORD will defend the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; …. 

(9)  It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 
(10)  "And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and 

supplication; then they will look on Me whom they 

pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns 

for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 

for a firstborn. 

(11)  In that day there shall be a great mourning in 

Jerusalem, like the mourning at Hadad Rimmon in 

the plain of Megiddo. 

 

 

There is no doubt that 

Jerusalem has been and still is 

a “very heavy stone” for the 

world leaders.  In the end it 

could be the focus of this 

conflict between  the “kings of 

the sun’s risings” and those 

peoples who will not have 

Christ to reign over them.  

 

• People or nations 

• Assembled around 

Jerusalem 

• Destruction 

(judgement) 

• Plain (or valley) of 

Megiddo 

 

 

Judgment is never pleasant but if a righteous God executes it then the outcome is 

beneficial.  This will be the case with the Armageddon judgments. 

 

Consider this description of the new state of affairs in the earth following the carnage 

of Armageddon: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
(6)  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 

upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

(7)  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and 

justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

 

 

It will be experienced by those who heed the call of the angel to “fear God and keep 

his commandments”.  Those who in the present day have chosen to obey the call of 

the gospel and walk in obedience to Christ will be among those “kings of the sun’s 

risings” who will oversee this future “new heaven and earth” in which righteousness 

dwells. 
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